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Editorial 


FRAGMENTATION AND 
AMALGAMATION 


By Gerry Gable 


SEARCHLIGHT IN COMMON with many 
others in the anti-fascist movement and the 
media believes that the failure of the British 
National Party as both an electable party and 
a viable community level group has left a gap 
on the far right that is being filled by a series 
of ever fragmenting street outfits that are 
characterised by the violence they are 
bringing to cities and towns up and down the 
country. The police have made several arrests, 
sometimes using those arrested or previously 
convicted as informers. There is little 
sophistication in their methods. After more 
than a decade no means have been found 
nationally or internationally of stopping the 
spread of organised hate on the internet. All 
sorts of extremists, not only the far right, are 
benefiting from what is a combination of a 
political and a policing failure. 

At the same time we see the growing 
influence of the two national socialist “think 
tanks" the New Right Group and the lona 
London Forum. They are successfully 
maintaining one foot in the extreme right and 
one foot among the ultra-Tory more up- 
market organisations such as the Traditional 
Britain Group, Bruges Group and London 
Swinton Circle. Later this month they will lend 
their support to a call for a pact between the 
UK Independence Party and the Conservative 
Party. The big question is whether David 
Cameron will show the same metal that Ted 
Heath did when he faced down Enoch Powell 
and the Monday Club. 

One notorious speaker at the lona London 
Forum in February was Bishop Richard 
Williamson, an ultra-traditionalist Catholic 
Bishop who denies the Holocaust. Williamson, 
who remains suspended by the Vatican from 
his functions as a bishop, was expelled from 
the Society of Pius X because he opposed its 
engagement in doctrinal discussions with the 
Vatican, which were aimed at bringing the 
society back into full communion with the 
Catholic Church. The talks stalled last year 
and the society, which claims to have over 


500 priests and 100 schools worldwide, has 
no canonical status in the Church. SSPX, 
which was founded in 1970 by Archbishop 
Marcel Lefebvre, opposes the reforms of the 
Second Vatican Council and has criticised 
Pope Francis's focus on serving people. 

Now Williamson, whose ordination by 
Lefebvre in 1988 was illicit, and his supporters 
are preparing to seize the leadership of SSPX 
from its Superior General, Bishop Bernard 
Fellay, and its council. Williamson's circle of 
associates includes David Irving and former 
activists of the National Front Political Soldiers 
and Third Position, in particular Derek 
Holland, the convicted Italian terrorist Roberto 
Fiore and others involved in terrorism in 
the USA. Our intelligence indicates they will 
make their move in June and we will follow 
developments on our website. 


Our work moves on 

In this issue you can read about the 
courageous work of one of our long-time 
volunteers inside the far right who passed us 
a huge quantity of important intelligence 
over the ten years he was active. Searchlight's 
track record shows that we can supply the 
intelligence and analysis, but we need the 
antifascist movement's support to continue 
and make use of this work. 

On Saturday 16 November Searchlight is 
putting on a day-long conference in London 
on the state of the far right today and the 
way forward for antifascism. We extend an 
invitation on a non-sectarian basis to all 
antifascists to attend. Please contact us via 
our website to express interest in attending 
and to let us know any thoughts on what 
subjects you would like to see discussed there. 


As every May, we also remember Maurice 
Ludmer, a dedicated trade union leader and 
antifascist who edited Searchlight for several 
years and passed away in May 1981. He 
would be proud that the intelligence-led 
drive of our work continues. 


Visit www.searchlightmagazine.com for news 


and updates, blogs and reader comments 
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Duncan Robertson: dedicated 


Searchlight intelligence o 


By Gerry Gable 


IMAGINE A TRUSTED ACTIVIST, welcome in a wide range 
of far-right organisations, described by the British National 
Party as “a keen Party member and an active supporter 
over the last eight years ... [who] would travel across 
London to support meetings in any area”. A man who 
“would never miss an opportunity to go out leafleting, 
despite having to use a walking-stick to get around ... 
devoted to the Nationalist cause ... a regular supporter of 
the Trafalgar Club fund raising dinners ... [and] attender at 
the Red White and Blue gatherings, where his humour and 
love of life made him very popular”. 

That was Duncan Robertson, who died aged 48 on 19 
March 2013 and whose glowing obituary, by the BNP's 
Croydon and Sutton branch, appeared on the BNP website 
on 29 April. 

But unbeknown to them, for all this time Duncan was 
never a loyal “nationalist” but was serving bravely as part 
of the Searchlight intelligence group. He had come to us as 
a volunteer and despite bouts of ill health he produced a 


steady stream of important intelligence from inside several 


Trafalgar 
Club 


Monthly Dues 
Record Card 
2012 


PREECE SESE 


Membership of the Trafalgar Club enabled Duncan to meet several of the 
BNP's funders 


icer 


far-right groups, including the BNP, National Front and the 
emergent British Democratic Party. 

He was active during the years of heavy BNP 
campaigning in Barking and Dagenham, Croydon, Merton, 
Wandsworth and Loughton. He brought us inside 
operational knowledge of all the groups he infiltrated and 
their key activists. He got to know and become trusted by 
some of the leading personalities on Britain's Nazi, fascist 
and racist right. 

In the final 18 months of his life, despite being dogged by 
disability, he penetrated the sinister world of the late Nazi 
publisher, fraudster and contact of Nazi terrorists across 
Europe, Anthony Hancock. After Hancock's death in June 
last year, Duncan offered his services to the consortium that 
bought up Hancock's large stock of Nazi books and terrorist 
bomb manuals from his family for a pittance: no honour 
among Nazis evidently. 

Duncan then spent many hours sorting and cataloguing 
the books at the home of the notorious Jew-hater Richard 
Edmonds, a long-time leading British Nazi with strong 
international links. 

The consortium included Paul Ballard, another 
longstanding Nazi extremist who assisted Hancock with 
some strange financial schemes, and Jeremy “Jez” Bedford- 
Turner, the ex-serviceman who had turned up on the New 
Right scene in 2011 after serving in a specialist unit using 
his skills as a Pashto speaker, the main language spoken by 
the Afghan Taleban. 

Bedford-Turner initially joined the exclusive New Right 
Group run by Troy Southgate, a man who since his teens in 
the NF has set up more Nazi, music and pagan groups than 
some extremists have had hot dinners. Bedford-Turner, 
who we discovered had contested a council by-election in 
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Duncan was trusted by the leading Nazi publisher Tony Hancock 
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Twickenham, southwest London, for 
the NF in 1992, soon broke with 
Southgate and formed his own rival 
intellectual discussion group which he 
called the lona London Forum. The 
name lona — Islands Of the North 
Atlantic — had first been used on the far 
right in the mid 1980s as the name of a 
group led by Richard Lawson, a young 
NF intellectual, which brought together 
more educated British hardliners with An Obituary-Duncan Robertson RIP 
strong links to similar people abroad. Mon, 29/04/2013 - 15:00 

Duncan not only attended meetings 
of both groups, he ran bookstalls there 
on behalf of Hancock's Historical 
Review Press and those who took it The Croydon and Sutton Branch of the British National Party are sad to record the death of 
over after Hancock's death. There he Duncan Robertson, who passed away recently after a brief illness. 
rubbed shoulders with leaders and 
activists of British far-right groups, such 
as the former National Front organiser 
Martin Webster and the barrister 
Adrian Davies, and a wide range of 
speakers from around the world 
including the Croatian-American 
academic Tomislav Sunic; the notorious 
German Nazi Giinter Deckert; 
Constantin von Hoffmeister, a German 
resident of Russia; Norman Lowell from 
Malta; the German Muslim antisemitic 
academic Sahib Bleher; Baron Jonas de 
Greer, head of the Swedish section of 
the Catholic Society of St Pius X which 


BRITISH 
NATIONAL 
PARTY 


Ss 


| Home Introduction Policies BNPtv Donate Membership Publications Press Enquiries Info Pac! 


© Share/Save (jw “+ 


Duncan, who was 48, was a keen Party member and an 
active supporter over the last eight years. He was an activist 
with the Croydon and Sutton Branch, but would travel across 
London to support meetings in any area. 


Born in Edinburgh, Duncan was unmistakeably Scottish, with 
| a sarcastic sense of humour and a dogged determination to 
| stick to a cause. 


He was also an enthusiastic supporter of Glasgow Rangers 
Football Club. 

Duncan was a keen activist and would never miss an 
opportunity to go out leafleting, despite having to use a 
walking-stick to get around. 


| He was devoted to the Nationalist cause. Duncan was a 
regular supporter of the Trafalgar Club fund raising dinners, 
and was a4 generous as well as enthusiastic British National 
|) Party supporter. 


| He was also a regular attender at the Red White and Blue 
gatherings, where his humour and love of life made him very 


rejects the reforms of the Second . fad popular. 
Vatican Council; the antisemitic Bishop He liked to work hard and after a hard day's work, he would often enjoy a drink with his Nationalist 
Richard Williamson, who is so extreme tance. 
that SSPX expelled him in 2012; the “Duncan was the life and soul of many Party events," said Donna Treanor, London Regional 
a A tary," ill bi i Ms 
Swedish fascists Oma Filmersson, Tage vein 
Talquest and Lasse Wilhelmson; the Another Croydon member paid tribute to Duncan (pictured below,middle), saying, “Duncan was a 
“mee ii ae eam i much valued activist. It was a pleasure to work with him. He will be sadly missed by all 
Ukrainian “traditionalist” Andriy Nationalists”. 
Voloshyn; and the Portuguese “All activists will miss his sarcastic sense of humour and steady determination’, said John Clarke, 
publisher Flavio Goncalves. the Croydon Branch Organiser, adding, “Nationalism has lost a real friend with the passing of 


As a result of Duncan's intervention Duncan. Rest in peace, mate”. 
with the revitalised Historical Review 
Press we discovered that much of the 
hate material was being stored on a 
farm in Kent owned by Mike Easter, 
one of the founders of the BNP who 
was expelled for supporting Chris 
Jackson's challenge to Nick Griffin's 
leadership in 2007. More than that, we 
managed to divert several US army 
manuals on bombs and incendiaries 
that have for many years circulated 
among those on the far right with 
terrorist ambitions. Some of them 
featured on the cover of the September 
2012 issue of Searchlight. 

For several years Duncan managed to 
secure an invitation to the then 
upmarket Trafalgar Club dinners that 
raise money for the BNP. Despite strong The BNP's fulsome tribute to Duncan Robertson 
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security he was able to tip us off with the location and on 
some occasions he returned home in high spirits after 
witnessing the terror struck into the diners by antifascist 
activists who turned up to spoil their meal. His involvement 
also gave us the names of many of their big donors. 

A list of far-right meeting venues in and around London 
published in Searchlight last year came from Duncan. On 
some occasions we sent photographers to observe arrivals 
and departures at the meetings. 

During the long battle to drive the BNP into the ground 
in Barking and Dagenham and parts of east London and 
Essex, Duncan played a vital role in fuelling BNP activists’ 
distrust of some of those who had been elected as 
councillors, enabling us to undermine them from within as 
well as publicly campaign against them. 

When a thug from the BNP's Croydon branch attacked 
women trade unionists who were leafleting outside 
Croydon Station we knew his identity within hours, 
information that led to his arrest and conviction. 

Duncan was responsible for the exposure of one of the 
candidates for president of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects as a BNP activist of five years’ standing. Peter 
Phillips, a property owner in Redhill, Surrey, had managed 
to obtain the 60 nominating signatures from fellow 
chartered architects needed to stand in the election in 
2006. Although he was known for his strong views on race 
and on women in positions of authority, he had not 
revealed his support for the BNP in the election leaflet sent 
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BRITAIN FIRST! 


Fellow Nationalist 


The next Croydon BNP branch meeting will be held on the evening of Friday 23" March 
Please meet as usual outside the main entrance to East Croydon railway station at 7.30 
pm prompt for redirection to the venue. If you have never previously attended one of our 
branch meetings, please telephone me on: 07790-630297 once you arrive at the station. 


| am please to announce that the BNP's cultural affairs officer, Jonathan Bowden, will be 
our guest speaker; Jonathan is a very powerful racial nationalist orator and | promise you 
won't be disappointed 


We will focus solely on campaigning in the run up to the local elections, which will be held 
on Thursday 3 May. We need as much assistance as possible from everybody, so 
please help us and get involved. This will be the biggest effort in the BNP’s history to gain 
votes outside large urban areas. Unfortunately there are no elections in London this year, 
but we are contesting wards in Surrey, Kent, Essex, Herts. and Berks., as well as the rest 
of the country. Our branch will be primarily helping Peter Phillips with his campaign in 
Merstham. We will also be closely watching the French presidential elections in April to 
see how the heroic Jean - Marie Le Pen of the FN does, as good results over there can 
have a ripple effect in this country in May — let's wish him good luck! 


Contesting elections is a costly business so if you wish to help make a contribution please 
make out cheques/postal orders to the ‘British National Party’ and send to our local P.O 
address at the top of this page; any amount will be greatly appreciated. 


Recently we have been receiving publicity in the local press because of distribution of our 
anti-Islamic leaflets in Sutton. It appears that the Liberal Democrat run council has been 


hiring out halls to radical Muslim groups and are now trying to deny their responsibility 
We will be speaking about this and other important issues at our branch meeting 


Please feel free to bring friends and family to the meeting - our BNP newspaper and 
magazine will be on sale 


Regards 


Bob Gertner 


Croydon BNP Branch Organiser 


Invitation to a Croydon branch meeting in 2007 featuring Jonathan Bowden as 
the speaker 


to RIBA members with the ballot paper. 

After Searchlight broke the news, RIBA distanced itself 
from Phillips saying: “The RIBA values the contribution to 
architecture and society by people of diverse origins and 
backgrounds, and is firmly committed to equality of 
opportunity.” 

In the ten years of his involvement Duncan only came 
under suspicion once. He was spending an increasing 
amount of time in northeast London where he was helping 
Tony Lecomber, the notorious Nazi bomber and violent 
thug, to stuff envelopes and such-like unglamorous tasks. 
Attending a meeting of a local BNP branch he was 
confronted by some visitors from another branch who, 
worse for drink, accused him for no apparent reason of 
being a “wrong-un". Physical violence was in prospect until 
other Nazis intervened on his behalf because he was such a 
good comrade. 

Duncan was known for his sarcastic sense of humour. On 
one occasion, when the late “cultural guru” of Britain's far 
right Jonathan Bowden described himself as a “culturist”, 
Duncan muttered in a stage whisper: “would that be an 
agriculturist or a horticulturist", resulting in great 
amusement among the Nazi audience. 

From the BNP's Red White and Blue “family festival”, 
held every summer for several years, to the annual 
memorial meetings for the BNP’s Nazi founder John 
Tyndall, attended by a spectrum of extremists, and the NF- 
sponsored Remembrance Sunday march to the Cenotaph, 
Duncan was always there and reporting back. 

We would while away the hours together after any major 
event so that he could look at photographs and identify 
those present. Through his good efforts we worked out that 
Sam Swerling, a law lecturer, one-time Conservative 
councillor and former leading light in the Monday Club, was 
addressing private meetings using the alias Peter Strudwick. 
After we exposed him he reverted to using his real name 
and rose through the ranks of the Traditional Britain Club, 
where he remains despite being one of the founders and 
steering committee members of Andrew Brons's British 
Democratic Party. Duncan himself attended some of the 
regional meetings held in the 16 months leading up to the 
announcement of the new party's formation. 

Something Duncan had to keep secret from the far right 
was his long-time membership of the Australian Labor 
Party in Britain where he was well respected and often met 
party activists and even government ministers visiting from 
Australia. 

One point on which Duncan and | always agreed was that 
we did not disclose details of anyone's private or family life 
unless they were involved in terrorism. If they had an 
interest in hard-core porn or carried on extra-marital affairs, 
sharing hotel rooms with girlfriends while away on party 
business, we were not interested. Searchlight does not want 
to fight on that type of battlefield and neither did Duncan. 

We are now revisiting ten years of Duncan's reports to 
Searchlight to identify previously undisclosed material that 
can now be made public. 

When Duncan dropped out of sight late last November 
as his health was failing rapidly, he asked me to act as the 
Executor of his will, as in his and our eyes, he was part of 
our family. 
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He was laid to rest in a green funeral conducted by a 
celebrant from the British Humanist Association last month in 
the presence of three core members of Searchlight and two 
close friends from the Australian Labor Party. Two wreaths 
were from the Australian Labor Party and Searchlight and his 
casket was covered in a Scottish flag at Duncan's request. 

Attempts by Edmonds to locate the funeral failed as we 
had given instructions that he and other Nazis should not be 
told. Duncan had chosen the music: The Proclaimers’ 
recording of Sunshine on Leith, The Internationale, and 
Flower of Scotland by the Red Hot Chilli Pipers. His ashes 
and the flag will be returned to his place of birth in Scotland. 

His Australian comrade and | were both honoured to 
speak about Duncan the man and a soldier in the secret 
war against the enemies of democracy. 

But by far the best tribute to ten years of brave and 
thoughtful intelligence work was in the words of our 
enemies who even in death he had fooled. In the words of 
the BNP's obituary, Duncan “liked to work hard and after a 
hard day's work, he would often enjoy a drink with his 
Nationalist friends”. 

Donna Treanor, the BNP's London regional secretary, said: 
“Duncan was the life and soul of many Party events, he will be 
sorely missed". And according to another Croydon member: 
“Duncan was a much valued activist. It was a pleasure to work 
with him. He will be sadly missed by all Nationalists.” 

John Clarke, the Croydon branch organiser added: “All 
activists will miss his sarcastic sense of humour and steady 
determination. Nationalism has lost a real friend with the 
passing of Duncan. Rest in peace, mate.” 

He will; they most certainly won't after reading these pages. 


British National Party 
Putting Local People First 
Tel: 0207 078 3269 
ing 5 E-mail; enquiries@bnp.org.uk 
Britain First! ional Central Otf 
Admail 4148 
UE 
EC1A 1UY 
14/01/2010 
Dear Mr Robertson 
Thank you for renewing your membership of the British National Party, and for the extra 
financial commitment you have made to the Party by opting for the Gold Membership 
subscription. 
Plea ept our sincere thanks for your continued support 
You 
Jennifer Matthys 
Membership Secretary 
a DONATION HOTLINE 0871 0500 234 mS 
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Little did they know 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY'S glowing 
tribute to Duncan attracted 17 positive 
comments, providing further evidence of how 
successful his infiltration of the far right had been 
over the past ten years. Here are some of them — 
spelling, grammar and silly names are all their 
own. 


“RIP fellow patriot" — imnokuffar 
“RIP proud patriot” — A Wayne Lamport 


“Very sorry to hear this bad news we all send our 
condolences to his family and friends . so just us 
all remember when a controversial topic comes 
on this site and we don't agree with each other 
lets all remember why we are here in the first 
place. To fight against a deadly sophisticated 
enemy. That's the least we can do for duncan 
and other bnp members who sadly are no longer 
with us On body, , but with us in spirit." — 
Formersamba 


“| brought drove Duncan home from a couple of 
Trafalgar Club dinners and also have leafleted 
with him in the Dagenham council elections, he 
was always fun to be with and nothing would 
put him off getting a leaflet into a letterbox. | 
shall miss him." — Vernon_SE_BNP 


“Its very sad to lose such a dedicated and loyal 
fellow Nationalist and the fact that he was only 
aged 48 makes it even more of a sad loss. Rest In 
Peace Duncan, you'll be missed by the 
Nationalist cause very much!” — 
BritishBulldogFightsBack 


“Duncan Robertson — an inspirational patriot! 
R.I.P" — seventytwenty 


“Rest In Peace Duncan, it is sad to lose such a 
dedicated nationalist." — MikeUK4Life 


“| often attend meetings in London of the 
London Forum, New Right etc., and | always 
looked forward to seeing Duncan, so | noticed 
when he wasn't there at the last one or two 
events. Now | know why. I'll miss him, and that 
twinkly, bright-eyed sense of humour of his! 
One day, in Valhalla..." — frederickdixon 


DUNCAN'S FUNERAL CEREMONY included a 
selection of readings chosen by the celebrant 
from the British Humanist Association in agreement 
with Searchlight. We reproduce two here. 
Man's dearest possession is life, and since 
it is given to him to live but once he must 
so live as to feel no torturing regrets for 
years without purpose; so live as not to be 
seared by the shame of a cowardly and 
trivial past; so live 
that dying he can say “All my life and all 
my strength were given to the finest cause 
in all the world, the fight for the liberation 
of mankind.” 
— How the Steel was Tempered by Nikolai 
Alekseyevich Ostrovski 


This is what you shall do: Love the earth 
and sun and the animals, despise riches, 
give alms to everyone that asks, stand up 
for the stupid and crazy, devote your 
income and labour to others, hate tyrants, 
argue not concerning God, have patience 
and indulgence towards the people, take 
off your hat to nothing known or 
unknown or to any man or number of 
men, go freely with powerful uneducated 
persons and with the young and with the 
mothers of families ... re-examine all you 
have been told in church or in any book, 
dismiss whatever insults your soul, and 
your very flesh shall be a great poem and 
have the richest fluency not only in its 
words but in the silent lines of its lips and 
face and between the lashes of your eyes 
and in every motion and joint of your 
body. — Leaves of Grass, by Walt Whitman 


Tributes were read from the Australian Labor 
Party, of which he had been a long-time member, 
and Gerry Gable, editor of Searchlight, spoke about 
Duncan's life as a volunteer intelligence officer, 
comrade and friend, as follows: 

During the Second World War, Winston Churchill, 
Britain's leader in the battle to preserve democracy 
and defeat the evils of Nazism and fascism, 
famously quoted the great English poet John 
Milton's sonnet on his blindness, which ends: 

They also serve who only stand and wait. 

Churchill's words were directed at all those people 


bering Du 


who were not part of the uniformed armed forces 
but served the war effort in other ways. They 
included people working under cover to gather 
intelligence against the Nazis. 

| would like to apply these words when 
remembering our friend Duncan's fight against 
Britain's postwar fascist and racist enemies. 

Duncan was not dressed in any uniform, but 
cloaked by his courage and tenacity. 

Ten years ago Duncan came to Searchlight as a 
volunteer to enter the camp of the enemies of 
democracy, those who sow division and hatred 
and who, if they had their perverse political way, 
would see a re-awakening of the tragedy that 
overtook the world in one form or another from 
1922 to 1945 that resulted in the loss of millions 
of lives. 

He was not being parachuted into occupied 
Europe like a member of SOE, but giving up a large 
part of his life to helping in our strategy of causing 
harm to the enemy by constantly undermining their 
organisations and leading officers. 

Working alongside others from Searchlight, 
never knowing each other's identities for reasons 
of security, he was able to infiltrate rallies, 
fundraising dinners, annual Nazi-style camps and 
take part in election campaigns, thus often putting 
us ahead of the enemy not just by a few yards but 
by several miles. 

On one occasion seven years ago, when he was 
accused by one of the groups he infiltrated of being 
a “wrong-'un” and was threatened not only with 
expulsion but with serious physical harm, he just 
stood his ground and found his “fellow” Nazis 
jumping to his defence as he had done so much to 
win their trust. 

During all this time he still suffered from a serious 
injury from a train accident when he was 19, but 
hardly ever allowed this to impede his work. 

In the near future there will be public tributes by 
words spoken and printed. Let the memory of 
this brave friend and comrade shine out as an 
example of the need to carry on fighting an enemy 
which will not be defeated on any wartime 
battlefield but will be so disrupted that they can 
be punished for their crimes and fail in their 
political ambitions. And may Duncan's sowing of 
the seeds of dissent within the enemy camp 
blossom in the years to come. 

Duncan Robertson presente, the fight continues. 
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By payik Mount 


A LEADING US white supremacist told a London new right 
audience that the quality of the US population was 
declining because taxpayers are subsidising “poor 
specimens” — non-European child-bearing immigrants — 
through welfare. Jared Taylor, chief of the American 
Renaissance organisation, also praised the Chinese for 
adopting a eugenics programme and one-child policy. 

Speaking at a meeting of the Bloomsbury Forum on 18 
April, Taylor cited the work of the Beijing Genomic Institute 
and spoke approvingly of its work to discover what 
determines intelligence and its research into human genetic 
engineering and the development of “designer babies”. 

The Bloomsbury Forum, in many ways a forerunner of 
today’s New Right group, was resurrected specially for this 
meeting by its original chairman Adrian Davies. Active from 
1996 to 2000, it was a radical “patriotic right" discussion 
group that drew support from the fringes of the Conservative 
Party and members of the British National Party and other 
fascist groups. It attracted some high-profile speakers to its 
meetings, including the former French National Front leader 
Jean-Marie Le Pen, and published a book of essays under the 
title Standardbearers that attempted to redraw the intellectual 
landscape of the British extreme right. 

Davies, who chaired the Jared Taylor meeting, is a 
barrister who unsuccessfully represented the Holocaust 
denying writer David Irving at the Court of Appeal in 2001 
after Irving had failed in a libel action against Deborah 
Lipstadt and Penguin Books. In 2007 he represented two 
BNP members in an appeal against a libel judgement 
against See BEN $eq'0 unsuccessfully. The case, Roberts 

a , v Gable, is 
regarded as a 
leading case on 
the reportage 
defence. 

Another of the 
driving forces 
behind the original 
| Bloomsbury Forum 
was Jonathan 
Bowden, who later 
became the BNP’s 
cultural officer, but 
resigned from the 
party in 2007 after 
being viciously 
attacked on a blog 
by a friend of Nick 
| Griffin, the BNP 
leader. In his 
resignation letter 
he wrote 
perceptively: “lam 
sick and tired of 


Jared Taylor, who believes Africans have low 
intelligence 
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the human scum and vermin which proliferate in such 
shallow waters”. He died suddenly of a heart attack aged 
49 on 29 March 2012, five days after speaking at a New 
Right meeting. 

The Jared Taylor meeting was held in the Muscadet suite 
of the Novotel London West Hotel in Hammersmith. Of the 
39 men and five women who attended, a rather poor 
turnout for such a prominent speaker, the largest group 
came from the National Front. Many were open Nazis who 
delighted in passing around the pamphlet The SS Looks at 
America: Translated from the Third Reich Original (1943). 

Davies, who is now chairman of the New Right group 
and treasurer of the British Democratic Party launched 
under the auspices of the former BNP MEP Andrew Brons 
earlier this year, introduced Taylor as “a distinguished 
spokesman for the ethnic majority in the United States, 
who has made great personal sacrifices for the cause”. 

Those “personal sacrifices" would seem to consist largely 
of involvement in various white supremacist foundations 
and publications. In 1990 he founded American 
Renaissance, which he edits and which has organised 
conferences in the USA mostly biannually since 1994. 
Taylor is also the founder in 1994 and president of the New 
Century Foundation, a pseudo-intellectual white separatist 
thank-tank. He is a member of the Council of Conservative 
Citizens, former co-director of the National Policy Institute 
think-tank and former editorial advisory board member of 
the rightwing journal The Occidental Quarterly. He has 
also written several books on race, white identity, 
immigration and similar subjects popular on the far right. 

It was Taylor's third address to a nationalist audience in 
Britain: he delivered a speech entitled “Demography is 
Destiny” to the inaugural conference of Right Now! 
magazine in central London on 28 May 2005. 

Taylor had a few days earlier arrived from France where 
he had addressed a conference co-organised jointly by the 
Institute of Geopolitics Populations and Nationality, 
Citizenship and Identity in Paris on 13 April entitled 
“Immigration and Elections: Can the Right Still Win?". He 
announced that a nationalist TV station was soon to be 
launched in France. 

In his speech Taylor advocated “the establishment of a 
homeland for our people” at a yet to be determined 
location in the USA. He predicted that white people, who 
had formed 90% of the US population in 1960, would be a 
minority in 2040 and only 30% of the population by 2060, 
when there would be a Hispanic, mainly Mexican, majority. 

“Within 100 years the United States will have gone from 
being a European country to one dominated by Mexicans," 
he said. The US government is the worst government that 
our people have ever faced, he claimed. The notion of the 
legitimate interests of whites is a conceptual vacuum. We 
live in a soft totalitarian society. 

Turning to his favourite topic of intelligence and racial 


differences, he claimed the average African is not as 
intelligent as the average Chinese, something that is 
evident in studies of brain size. Taylor cited Charles 
Murray's The Bell Curve: Intelligence and Class Structure in 
American Life (1994) and pointed out that the No Child 
Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 required that all races 
perform at the same level as whites in school, a ridiculous 
concept in his view. 

Taylor told his audience about two individuals who he 
claimed had suffered due to their pronouncements on race. 
One was James Watson, co-discoverer of the structure of 
DNA in 1953, who was fired in 2007 as Chancellor of the 
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory in New York for stating that 
the intelligence of people in Africa was lower than whites. 

The other was Noah Stedman, a freshman at Bard College, 
Simons Rock, Massachusetts, who was forced out of his 
college in 2012 for distributing flyers on campus questioning 
the benefits of the college's annual Diversity Day. 

Lamenting that we cannot speak honestly on race, Taylor 
stated that 2012 was the first year in the US that a new- 
born white child was already a minority due to differential 
birth rates. We must continue to promote white racial 
consciousness, he said. 

The problem was that “the United States isn't our 
country; the US government isn't our government. The 
normal tools of politics and the media have not worked for 
us. We have to think of establishing home towns, if not a 
homeland for our people. The survival of our civilisation 
and our race is paramount,” he concluded. 

Although Taylor has generally tried to distance himself 
from the antisemitic wing of the far right, he readily 
criticised Jews in his reply to a question from the notorious 
antisemite Martin Webster on “the Jewish question” and 
Jewish “duplicity” on the question of race. Taylor said that 
the aggregate impact of Jews has been unfavourable on 
the issues discussed. They have maintained homogeneity in 
Israel while advocating diversity in the United States. 

Webster was the national activities organiser of the NF 
for much of the period from 1969 to 1983 and had 

, previously passed 
through the top 
echelons of most 
of Britain's Nazi 
and racist groups 
from the late 
1950s until the 
formation of the 
NF in 1967. 

The audience 
included a wide 
range of Britain's 
far right outside 
the BNP. There 
was Richard 
Edmonds, a 
veteran Nazi who 
was active in the 
NF during the 
1970s, edited the 
antisemitic 
Holocaust News in 
the 1980s, helped 
found the BNP 


EER irons mnie 


New Right group chairman and meeting host 
Adrian Davies 


with John Tyndall, sat on its advisory council from 2008 to 
2010 under Griffin's leadership and is now involved in the 
NF while also supporting the British Democratic Party. 

Among the five women at the meeting were Bernadette 
Jaggers, the NF's Essex organiser and former bodyguard to 
Griffin, and Claire Khaw, a blogger of Malaysian Chinese 
descent and supporter of slavery who was expelled from 
the BNP in 2011 for advocating the right of parents to kill 
severely disabled babies. 

Khaw, who rejoices in being called a “professional trol 
and a “horrible nut job” among many other descriptions 
highlighted on her blog, no doubt approved of Taylor's 
praise for the Chinese. 

Then there was Lady Michéle Renouf, an Australian-born 
documentary film maker who addressed a Holocaust 
revisionist conference in Tehran in December 2006 and 
regularly speaks at New Right meetings, and Jennifer 
Cameron, a member of the lona London Forum and the 
Traditional Britain Group. 

The men present included: 

e Jeremy “Jez" Bedford-Turner, founder and chairman of 
the lona London Forum, which puts on similar meetings 
to the New Right group. 


e Richard Barnbrook, the former BNP member of the 
London Assembly from 2008 until 2010 when he 
resigned the BNP whip, and BNP general election 
candidate in Barking in 2005 when he took 16.9% of the 
vote, coming third. Barnbrook, a landscape artist, has 
joined the British Democratic Party. 


Derek Beackon, NF activist and the BNP's first local 
councillor for less than eight months in 1993-94. 


Michael Newland, a former BNP treasurer who left the 
BNP to join the Freedom Party, co-founded and led by 
Davies from 2000 to 2008. 


Peter Rushton, former BNP member and assistant editor 
of the more cerebral (for the far right) Heritage and 
Destiny magazine. 


Mick Brooks of the Arktos Media fascist book publisher. 


Matt Tait, former BNP Buckinghamshire organiser, who 
no doubt enjoyed the chance to renew his acquaintance 
with Taylor, whom he met when attending the 8th 
American Renaissance conference in 2008 and addressing 
the 9th conference in Virginia on 20 February 2010. 


Tim Rait, BNP South East press officer and candidate in 
the 2005 and 2010 general elections and the Henley by- 
election on 26 June 2008. Rait is also a member of the 
London Swinton Circle and addressed the French National 
Front's Festival of Patriots in November 2010. 


Michael Woodbridge, treasurer of the lona London Forum 
and former BNP member, who in the 1980s acted as 
international liaison officer for the Nazi League of St George. 


Robert Carnaghan, founder of an anti-immigration 
website called Numbers UK, member of the Society for 
Individual Freedom and former member of the UK 
Independence Party. 

Frank Walsh, a member of the outright Nazi British 
People's Party and webmaster of an white nationalist 
antisemitic blog. 

A collection conveniently raised £298 to help defray 
the £300 cost of hiring the room. 


ey 
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Tories, bigots and conspiracy nuts 


The Bruges Group describes itself an independent all-party think tank which opposes further 
European integration. Several Conservative MPs have addressed its public meetings and 
until her death Margaret Thatcher was its president. However its latest function brought 
together a number of Nazis and far rightists, as well as supporters of the Conservative right 
and UK Independence Party, and provided a forum for the sort of anti-immigrant rhetoric 
promoted by UKIP. To find out what the Bruges Group is all about these days, Cato attended 
its latest meeting on behalf of Searchlight. 


SIR ANDREW GREEN, founder and 
chairman of Migration Watch UK 
since 2001, was the main speaker at 
the Bruges Group meeting held in 
London on 23 April, which attracted 
130 people. A former Ambassador to 
Saudi Arabia, he had previously 
addressed the group on 20 May 
2009. Migration Watch says it 
recognises that many immigrants have 
made a valuable contribution to our 
society in terms of skills and diversity 
so is not opposed to “moderate and 
managed" immigration. The group, 
which has produced a large number 
of briefing papers, has become a 
prominent anti-immigration voice in 
the media over the past ten years. 

Sir Andrew told the audience that 
there had been a sea change in recent 
weeks when the leaders of all four 
political parties, including Nigel Farage 
of UKIP, suddenly piped up and 
started talking about immigration, 
and not before time. The present scale 
of immigration poses the greatest 
threat to our social cohesion that we 
have ever faced. The failure of the 
political class to address this issue has 
undermined confidence in our entire 
political system, he said. 

The problem was the scale of 
immigration. “It is a new problem. 
There was no significant immigration 
before 1997," (apparently 
overlooking the Caribbean and East 
African Asian immigration of the 
1950s onwards). Since then, he 
continued, it has risen by a factor 
of five from 50,000 to 250,000. 

Over the past ten years it has 
averaged 200,000 every year. 

Public concern has risen in a similar 
manner, he claimed. The public are 
not in the least bit convinced of the 
nonsense we are told about this being 


12 | Searchlight | May 2013 


a country of immigrants. We are not. 
We never have been. The number of 
net migrants in 2010 exceeded the 
number between 1066 and 1950. 

It is non-EU migration that has 
added to the numbers, continued Sir 
Andrew. There has been a very 
substantial increase since 1997 in 
arrivals from outside the EU but not in 
departures. It follows therefore that it 
makes absolute sense in policy terms 
to focus first on non-EU immigration 
over which we have powers. 

Sir Andrew's main concern was the 
impact on population, which the 
government had estimated would 
increase from 63.2 million in 2011 
to 70 million by 2027. Two thirds of 
that increase would be the result of 
new arrivals and their children. 
Sensationalising the issue, he said 
those five million would require 
housing equivalent to “building the 
cities of Birmingham, Leeds, Glasgow, 
Sheffield (I haven't finished!) 
Bradford, Manchester, Liverpool and 
Bristol", adding that there was no 
money for such a building 
programme. 

“The pressure is already showing on 
maternity units, on-primary schools 
and on housing. The entire population 
increase in London over the last ten 
tears of the Census period went up 
by 1 million. It was entirely due to 
immigration. The UK-born population 
of London did not change in that 
time. No one will mention it, even 
now. It is time we had an intelligent 
debate based on the facts." 

Turning to what for UKIP at least is 
the burning issue of Bulgarian and 
Romanian migration from 1 January 
2014, Sir Andrew estimated there 
would be about 50,000 a year for the 
next five years — a good deal fewer 


than the figures bandied about by 
UKIP and the BNP. But, he warned, 
there could be more if the two million 
already in Spain and Italy “relocate 
north” because of the economic 
difficulties of those countries. Also 
the 1.5 million Roma in Bulgaria and 
Romania “who have a fairly miserable 
existence” might decide to migrate 
for a better life. 

According to BBC 2's Newsnight 
poll of 22 April, 350,000 people from 
Bulgaria and Romania are actively 
considering working in the UK and 
120,000 are making concrete plans 
for next year, Sir Andrew said. If that 
turned out to be the case, that would 
have very substantial implications for 
this country. He claimed that people 
from Poland and the other A8 
countries were staying in the UK 
because the recession has hit their 
own countries at least as hard as here, 
and that the numbers from these 
countries were going up at 100,000 
a year. 

“The basic mistake was to extend 
free movement of labour and full 
access to benefits to countries with a 
GDP per head about a quarter or a 
fifth of ours", Sir Andrew continued. 
Nobody liked to raise the issue of 
immigration and so this is what has 
happened. As long as we have this 
disparity between our level of 
prosperity and these other, now ten, 
countries we can expect a continued 
inflow. | don't think we can stop 
workers coming here unless we pull 
out of the EU altogether. 

There is going to be a renegotiation 
of our relationship with Europe 
anyway as part of the euro crisis. 

The question of access to benefits 
should be a major demand of ours in 
that renegotiation. Another massive 


inflow of migrants from Romania 

and Bulgaria would be absolutely 
unacceptable to the country in a time 
of real economic difficulty, Sir Andrew 
concluded. 

Sir Andrew was followed by Philip 
Hollobone, Conservative MP for 
Kettering since 2005, who echoed 
Sir Andrew in saying that Britain could 
not cope with “another mass wave of 
immigration". He cited the National 
Health Service and a claimed crime 
wave on the London Underground in 
which eight out of every ten 
pickpockets were from Bulgaria or 
Romania. In his view people should 
have to wait 20 years for citizenship. 

He argued that the UK should 
announce before the end of 2013 
that it will not lift controls on 
migration from Bulgaria and Romania, 
and suggested that 425,000 
Bulgarians and Romanians would 
come to the UK to join the 155,000 
here already — rather more than Sir 
Andrew's estimate. 

In reply to a question later whether 
the English people might rise up 
against immigration, Hollobone said: 
“The big red line for the British public 
would be Turkey joining the EU. At 
that point there could be some ugly 
consequences”. 

The final speaker was Gerard 
Batten, a UKIP MEP since 2004 and 
co-founder of his party. He went 
considerably further than the other 
two in claiming “uncontrolled mass 
immigration was a deliberate policy 
of social engineering to bring about 
the most profound demographic 
change in order to establish a 
multicultural society and designed to 
transform the make up of the British 
people for ideological reasons”. 

He claimed there had been a “flood 
of migration” in 2004 when it was 
not 30,000 but one million who came 
to the UK. He estimated that the 

UK population would reach 70 
million by 2020 rather than 2027 as 
Sir Andrew said, and that we would 
need to build a city the size of 
Birmingham every 4-5 years. 

Developing his conspiratorial theme, 
he claimed the reason for mass 
immigration was exploitative and 
ideological. “The Marxists get to 
transform society.” That brought 
cheers from one man in the audience: 
Martin Webster, former national 
organiser of the National Front. 

Less than 45% of people in London 


describe themselves as white British, 
complained Batten, adding that UKIP 
is not opposed to immigration as 
such, but it is a recipe for division and 
conflict in the future. 

Looking beyond 2014, he predicted 
future accession to the EU from 
Croatia, Turkey, Montenegro and 
Kosovo would give an automatic right 
of entry to the UK to a combined 
population of 88 million. 

He claimed the current political 
establishment had no intention of 
controlling immigration. He advocated 
that an incoming British government 
should commit to end “uncontrolled 
mass immigration" and establish 
effective border controls. No foreigner 
should enter the UK unless they have 
private medical insurance, overstaying 
a visa should be a criminal offence 
and illegal immigrants should have to 
register their presence or be deported. 
Migrants should not be eligible for 
benefits or housing unless they have 
paid taxes for five years and foreign 
criminals should be deported. 

And no one will be surprised that 
Batten called for not only Britain's 
withdrawal from the European 
Convention of Human Rights (which 
contrary to popular mythology is 
nothing to do with the EU) but also 
the repeal of the Human Rights Act 
1998, which is UK legislation. 

Two known racist activists spoke 
from the audience. Sam Swerling, a 
former right-wing Conservative 
councillor and British National Party 
member, wanted to “reduce very 
substantially” the number of 
immigrants in Britain. He did not 
want to see his grandchildren “grow 
up to find that the white man is a 
minority in his own country”. 

Webster, who has a long history 
of Nazi activity and remains an 
outspoken antisemite, spoke about 
what he described as the 
Conservative Party's record of 
facilitating immigration since the 
1950s. He was attending his second 
Bruges Group meeting of this year 
and was the only person who refused 
to stand for a minute's silence for 
Margaret Thatcher. 

Among people connected with 
the BNP in the audience was Albert 
Burgess, former chairman of UKIP in 
Henley who was expelled from UKIP 
after publicly consorting with Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader, and 
addressing several BNP branch 


Former Prime Minister and Bruges Group president 
Margaret Thatcher: the group was named after her 
speech in Bruges in 1989 opposing "a European 
superstate exercising a new dominance from Brussels" 


meetings, most recently one in 
Croydon on 7 February 2013. 

Others present spanned a range of 
past and present right-wing groups 
including the lona London Forum, 
Traditional Britain Group, Society for 
Individual Freedom, Get Britain Out, 
the Freedom Association, London 
Swinton Circle, Right Now! magazine, 
British Weights and Measures 
Association and Monday Club. 

Many were UKIP members and 
office-holders. Of note was the 
presence of Ashley Mote. Elected 
as a UKIP MEP in 2004, he sat as 
an independent after the party whip 
was withdrawn when he was charged 
with fraud. On 4 September 2007 
he was sentenced to nine months’ 
imprisonment for falsely claiming 
more than £65,500 in housing 
benefits from 1996 to 2002. 

The meeting finished with 
refreshments served by three Asian 
employees of the Royal Over-Seas 
League to those who had paid the 
£10 fee to attend the meeting at 
its premises in St James's Street in 
central London. The ROSL describes 
itself as a “Commonwealth private 
members organisation, committed 
to supporting international 
understanding and friendship”. 
Fortunately the staff did not have to 
listen through the diatribe against 
immigration before serving the 
function. 
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THREE YEARS SINCE the 12 British 
National Party councillors were 
ousted from Barking and 
Dagenham, the BNP has claimed it 
is still “very active” in the borough. 
An article on the BNP website on 2 
May, the day of the local elections, 
said party activists led by organiser 
Paul Sturdy had been delivering 
“party warm-up literature” on the 
streets of Barking in the run-up 

to the council by-election in 
Longbridge ward on 9 May. 

The article was headed “Barking 
branch show the Labour Party that 
we're not finished”. It was a 
hostage to fortune. When the 
results came in, the very British BNP 
candidate, Giuseppe de Santis, had 
come bottom of five with just 37 
votes — 1.5%. It was a far cry from 
the 677 votes the BNP had received 
in 2010, when the ward was not a 
priority campaigning area for the 
party. Finished? Definitely. 

Perhaps Sturdy should have called 
upon the help of rats, and | don't 
mean his fellow BNP members but 
the four-legged verminous variety. 
In the run-up to the council 
elections the BNP's members’ 
bulletin British Nationalist 
highlighted the party's “positive 
community politics" as practised 
by Dawn Charlton, a BNP town 
councillor in Maryport, Cumbria. 
Charlton, reports BN, had “stepped 
in to help a disabled pensioner 
after the Labour council refused to 
deal with a rat problem unless he 
agreed to pay £20 for every rat 
they caught". 

Charlton told BN: “Broughton 
Moor resident Mr Crellin is bed- 
ridden and the rats have been 
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getting bolder and bolder. As soon 
as | found out what was going on 

| contacted Nick Griffin, who as 
well as being BNP leader is also our 
local MEP." 

And Maryport's top rat catcher 
presumably. “Nick agreed to pay for 
rat traps with some of the 10% of 
his wage he donates to good causes 
each month,” she continued. “Once 
we've dealt with these rats we'll 
gladly lend the traps to anyone else 
with the same dirty rat/Labour 
council problem." 

In the county council elections 
Charlton came second out of six 
candidates in Maryport South with 
40% of the poll: 811 votes against 
Labour's 905. In percentage terms 
she was way ahead of all the BNP’s 
other 100 or so candidates around 
the country, most of whom polled 
below 10%, some even below 1%. 
The BNP'’s wooden spoon went to 
Robert Dolphin, who managed to 
persuade just 11 people to vote for 
him in Clent Hills, Worcestershire. 

As was inevitable the BNP lost the 
one county council seat it was 
defending, leaving it with just three 
elected representatives in the whole 
of the UK: two borough councillors 
and Griffin in the European 
Parliament. All three face the voters 
next May and their prospects are 
not looking good. 

The BNP had hoped Charlton 
might win and was quick to claim 
electoral “chicanery” on the 
grounds that several potential 
supporters were not sent postal 
voting forms and were turned away 
from polling stations. At the same 
time the BNP claimed the result was 
a triumph for “new campaign 


techniques" and had shown how 
“despite all the hype and against all 
the odds we can win or come close 
to winning”. 

Quite what those new campaign 
techniques were, the party does not 
say, but on 12 May Charlie Wythe, 
the BNP’s head of publicity, sent out 
an email claiming that the party was 
“poised to become the first political 
party in Britain to effectively harness 
the power of online social media in 
a new recruitment drive”. Have 
they only just discovered Facebook, 
Twitter and LinkedIn? Unlikely, as 
BNP activists have a long track 
record of posting racist and outright 
Nazi comments on at least the first 
two of these social media. 

“Right now, we are putting the 
finishing touches to a hugely 
exciting new project,” the email 
continued. “All we need now is 
your help to make the awesome 
power of social networking and 
Internet technology work for us." 
Reading on, Wythe unveils the 
“BNP Online Activist project”, 
which apparently “utilises the most 
popular social networks such as 
Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn 
[fancy that] to connect with 
thousands of potential activists, 
new members, supporters and 
voters”. Little more is revealed 
except that it “doesn't come cheap” 
and “we are having to dig deep”. 

In other words, it’s another 
fundraising pitch. As for the “BNP 
cyberspace breakthrough” ... well, 
remember “Alfred”, the BNP's “new 
data-based elections system” that 
the party claimed to have rolled out 
in autumn 2010? | didn't think so. 
BNP Online Activist is likely to 


follow Alfred rapidly into the 
memory hole. 

The UK Independence Party 
polled only 127 votes in Maryport 
South, making it one of the very 
few wards where it did significantly 
worse than the BNP. The BNP 
claimed the result showed “how we 
can take UKIP head on and beat 
them". A more accurate assessment 
is that it was the proverbial 
exception that proves the rule. 

In reality the BNP threw 
everything into the Maryport 
campaign at the expense of the rest 
of the North West region. In 
neighbouring Maryport North, Clive 
Jefferson, the BNP treasurer and 
Griffin's right-hand man, took just 
17% of the vote, coming third. 

These elections were the first 
contested by the British Democratic 
Party, formed by Andrew Brons 
MEP, failed challenger to Griffin's 
leadership of the BNP in 2011. 
Kevin Scott, the party's chairman, 
said before the election that the 
party was “testing the water” with 
its mere three candidates, but also 
that “you fight elections to win” 
and to “build an electoral profile”. 
Well there wasn't much profile- 
building on 2 May. 

One BDP candidate, Gary 
Topping, unwisely went head to 
head with the BNP's Brian Parker in 
Pendle Central in Lancashire. Parker 
got 12.7% against Topping's 4%. 
Word has it that the BDP's local 
activists were motivated by personal 
animosity towards Parker and that 
the BDP's central organisation had 
no control. The BDP's other two 
candidates were both in 
Leicestershire and both polled 
7.4%. One was the sitting 
independent, formerly BNP, 
councillor Graham Partner. 

The BDP hoped these elections 
would give it a firm base to launch 
its European election campaign. 
Instead they appear to be the first 
step on a short road to oblivion. 

Like the BNP and BDP, the English 
Democrats had nothing to write 
home about. By its own reckoning it 


polled 5,468 votes nationally, which 
amounted to an average of 3.53% in 
the wards in which it stood. Several 
candidates in Kent received under 50 
votes apiece, including “Anna 
Cleves" in Malling Central, exposed 
as a fake a week before the election. 
She nevertheless attracted 20 votes. 

However a meeting of the party's 
National Council after the election 
expressed “determination to plan 
effectively for next year's EU 
elections” and was “very positive” 
about the party's future. 

The National Front's three 
candidates unsurprisingly did no 
better with one, Trisha Scott in 
North Yorkshire, taking just nine 
votes. Open Nazism is not exactly 
a vote winner. 

The failure of far-right candidates 
was the result partly of their parties’ 
own splits and shortcomings and 
partly of the rise of UKIP, which 
swept up an anti-coalition protest 
vote that saw little promise in the 
Labour Party. A last-minute media 
frenzy of exposure of a few UKIP 
candidates’ silly comments and 
photos on social media and past far- 
right activity did nothing to reduce 
their appeal — indeed it might have 
provoked an element of backlash. 

What the UKIP vote means and 
how the government and Labour 
should react to it has produced a 
great deal of comment, but we 
should remember that this is a mid- 
term election when a government is 
traditionally at its lowest level of 
popularity in an electoral cycle; also 
that many urban areas had no 
elections and where elections did 
take place two thirds of the 
electorate did not vote. It would be 
wrong for the three main parties to 
react by jumping onto an anti- 
immigration bandwagon when 
immigration is not the reason for 
Britain's economic problems. For 
example, UKIP did well in 
Lincolnshire, Norfolk and 
Cambridgeshire where there is a 
perception that migrants from 
eastern Europe have taken British 
jobs, but if there were no migrants, 


would those jobs even exist? 

For UKIP now, the problem will 
be how to ensure its elected 
councillors, hardly any of whom 
have any experience at the job, and 
some of whom are surprised to have 
been elected, refrain from stupidity. 
Just days after the election, a new 
UKIP councillor, Eric Kitson, had to 
resign over a cartoon of a Muslim 
being spit-roasted on a fire fuelled 
by copies of the Koran posted on his 
Facebook profile, together with a 
stream of antisemitic remarks. 

For antifascists, the big question 
is whether to fight UKIP. If yes, then 
on what basis? UKIP, while it has 
taken a strident anti-immigration 
position, is not as a party racist or 
fascist, and one should not forget 
that many supporters of the Labour 
and Tory parties are anti- 
immigration too. Furthermore, it is 
the only party of any significance 
that opposes the EU superstate. 

But it will be tempting for 
antifascists who have got into the 
habit of campaigning at elections to 
target UKIP, now that the BNP and 
its rivals mostly obtain derisory 
votes in elections and the English 
Defence League has fractured into 
several rival splinters that hold tiny 
demonstrations against mosques 
and perceived mosques: that's 
when they can tear themselves 
away from posting offensive 
comments on Facebook. 


Rat spotter Dawn Charlton (left) with BNP-friendly 
Cumbrian pub landlady 
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By Daphne Liddle 


THE WARM SPRING SUNSHINE shone down on the 
peaceful sparkling sea as thousands of anti-fascists came 
out on to the streets of Brighton — the majority of them 
local residents — to once again deliver a message to the 
Isamophobic March for England that it was unwelcome in 
Brighton. 

March for England, which is supported by the English 
Defence League, or what is left of it, had planned again to 
stage its racist outing on the South Coast on 21 April, close 
to St George's Day (23r April) but closer to Hitler's birthday 
(20 April). 

In 2012 anti-fascists had come out on the streets in their 
thousands and blocked the route the fascists intended to 
take and forced police to change that route. 

This time the police intended to stay in control; 700 of 
them were drafted in from all over Sussex, Surrey, Kent and 
London. March for England were given an assembly point 
on the sea front near the Sea Life aquarium and the road 
along the seafront to the west of that was completely 
sealed off with high steel barriers blocking entrances into 
side roads leading into the Lanes shopping area. 

The Unite Against Fascism counter demonstration had 
planned to assemble at 11am by the pier entrance but 
seeing the huge police array anti-fascists did not walk into 
what would have been an obvious kettle trap. Several 
hundred gathered in the area known as the Old Steine 
while others wandered in groups through the Lanes. 

Police had arranged to bus in March for England and EDL 
supporters from a pub a couple of miles out of town. 


EDL photographer Mike Bayliss takes a break from trying to magnify fascist numbers 
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ailiated in 


Nevertheless several groups decided to make their own 
way, going through the Lanes where they encountered 
groups of anti-fascists leading to serious scuffles. 

The numbers of anti-fascists were impossible to count as 
they constantly moved from one place to another, but most 
local trade unions had their banners out. 

After some hours the police allowed the fascists — 120 of 
them at most — to march a few hundred metres along the 
sea front and back again. The route was flanked on the 
seaward side by a steel barricade about a metre wide and 
behind that, crowds of anti-fascists loudly delivering their 
message: fascists were not welcome in Brighton. 

The fascists responded with Nazi salutes and chants at 
the anti-fascists saying: “You're not English any more”. 

Local Green Party MP Caroline Lucas expressed the same 
view when she told the police: “We need to allow 
legitimate peaceful protest but | think the police need to 
look at why we are allowing people to come into the city 
just to be provocative. 

“What you could do is find a place, perhaps away from 
the city centre, where the march could be more effectively 
contained.” 

Dr Lucas was angry that public money had been used to 
bus in the EDL supporters. She said: “In times of austerity, 
that is the wrong thing to be doing. It needs to be looked 
at by the police and the local authority." 

There were around 19 arrests throughout the day for 
offences including affray, assaulting police and possession 
of offensive weapons. 


Tony Curtis (in hi-vis vest), former leading EDL activist, still in the hate business 
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March for England organiser Paul Pitt (pointing) spots Searchlight's photographer The English Disco League joins the anti-fascist protest 
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Analysing Extremism 


Reflections on Block Thinking, 
Interculturalism and David 
Goodhart's The British Dream 


By Dr Paul Jackson 


DEBATES ON MULTICULTURALISM 
and immigration are replete with 
strident views. The headlines here are 
regularly framed around tackling the 
big issue of the day; that a state of 
crisis in the present needs to be 
overcome; that Britain is going in the 
wrong direction and needs some radical 
interventions to put things back on the 
right track, otherwise terrible things will 
happen. Indeed, immigration and 
integration issues are so commonly set 
within a hyperbolic language of 
decrying and solving a national crisis - 
one needing big-hit solutions, bold new 
ideas, a new paradigm even, to usher in 
a better future — that it is often difficult 
to think of this topic in terms other 
than crisis management. 

Inevitably, government approaches 
set the agenda here. During the last 
Labour administration, the policy was 
one of quite large scale ‘managed 
migration’, seen as necessary to 
respond to the economic needs of a 
booming economy. Previous to that, 
Thatcher and Major both saw 
immigration as essentially undesirable, 
and so sought to limit it. At the present 
time, from both Labour and the 
Conservatives, we are told that less 
immigration and more integration is the 
solution. Moreover, since the late 
1990s, policies around immigration 
have regularly been couched in claims 
of being merely ideologically-neutral, 
evidence-based policy making. 


Complacency over racism 
Underpinning such debates remain real 
concerns over racism. And, despite the 
various obituaries that have been 
written about Britain's history of 
prejudices, it seems clear that there are 
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still many unresolved issues 
surrounding race and discrimination in 
contemporary Britain that need to be 
challenged, robustly. Yet the emergent 
consensus to limit migration can be 
worryingly complacent when claiming 
that Britain has overcome its previous 
discriminatory tendencies. While some 
prejudices wain, others emerge. 

| write this article on the twentieth 
anniversary of Stephen Lawrence's 
murder, and those connected with 
this issue rightly stress there is a lot of 
hard work that still needs to be done to 
overturn discriminatory attitudes. The 
latest stop and search statistics are still 
of concern, for example. Moreover, | 
also read today that a Tory councillor, 
John Cherry, has had to resign his post 
in the wake of making remarks deemed 
racist. Another barometer here has 
been the way football has been mired 
in racism controversies, and clearly its 
institutions are unable to respond 
strongly to racist cultures within its 
midst. On balance, such examples 
highlight positives and negatives. They 
not only show that there is less 
tolerance for overt, racist 
discrimination, especially in public 
discourse, but also that prejudice still 
permeate the mind-sets of many 
institutions and individuals. 


The lessons of Macpherson 

The landmark Macpherson report 
helped to popularise the notion of 
institutional racism, encouraging extra 
vigilance, and a zero tolerance attitude, 
towards racist views. Moreover, 
Macpherson rightly stressed that racist 
attitudes could all too easily be 
advanced by people who were 
themselves not racist, but nevertheless 


operated within cultures in which racist 
attitudes were not satisfactorily 
challenged or contested. This was a 
very insightful perspective — one that 
needs to be reinforced, and certainly 
not neglected. In a similar way, many of 
the recent debates that may start off as 
legitimate discussions over immigration 
and integration can act as vehicles for 
more disconcerting prejudices. Even if 
they are trying to move beyond them, 
repeating clichés and stereotyping are 
easy snares to get caught on. 

One inescapable problem here is the 
way debates over immigration and 
integration on a macro level require 
analysts to use shorthand categories to 
describe what they see. This can end up 
being quite crass and clumsy. Such a 
language quickly leads to explanations 
based on racial distinctions, such as 
commenting on white and non-white 
(or ‘visible') immigration; block 
comparisons between national 
categories, such as Chinese, Somali, 
Bangladeshi, Pakistani, and so forth; 
and stressing religious distinctions too, 
perhaps most notably Muslims, but in 
previous generations Jews became a 
clear religious ‘other’. Such an 
analytical language is inescapable when 
examining relationships between 
sections of a multicultural society. But 
these are also terms that emphasise 
difference, and employing them 
uncritically will only frame subsequent 
analysis in a manner that will set 
communities apart in the imagination 
of the commentator. 


Block thinking 

The philosopher Charles Taylor dubs 
this sort of generalising ‘block thinking’, 
something we are all guilty of to 
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No intelligent person can afford not to read this book.’ ‘Trevor Philtipy 


=BRITISH 
DREAM 


SUCCESSES AND FAILURES OF POST-WAR IMMIGRATION 


oO COO HART em 


varying degrees. Reflecting on its 
contemporary dangers with regard to 
debates on Muslims, he stresses the 
way it masks nuance: 
Block thinking fuses a varied reality 
into one indissoluble unity, and in 
two ways. First, different 
manifestations of Islamic piety or 
culture are seen as alternative ways 


of expressing the same core meaning. 


Second, all Muslims are then seen as 
endorsing these core meanings. The 
possibility that a girl wearing a 
headscarf might in fact be rebelling 
against her parents and their kind of 
Islam, and that others might be 
deeply pious while being utterly 
revolted by gender discrimination or 
violence, is lost from view. 

This is, perhaps, a more obvious 
example of the phenomenon, but all 
forms of attributing generic 
characteristics to categories of 
community at a macro level inevitably 
leads to some degree of essentialist 
stereotyping that does not match up to 
the micro level of lived experience. 

So to take on serious issues of 
integration, it is essential to adopt a 
very careful, self-reflexive language 
when analysing such subject matter. 
Otherwise you fall into the trap that 
John Cherry found to his cost. Cherry’s 
offence was not to use racist insults, 
but rather to describe children's school 
achievements in a way that failed to 


reflect their individual potential, and 
instead crassly lumped them together 
into national migrant categories. As he 
put it, ‘If they're Chinese they'll rise to 
the top. If they're Indian they'll rise to 
the top. If they're Pakistani they won't.’ 
Now, rightly, this was seen as asinine 
over-generalizing, block thinking 
around the theme of educational 
performance and national identities, 
and was deemed unacceptable for 
respectable political discourse. 


Restricting debate? 

Yet there are serious questions here 
too. Should we not allow honest and 
open discussion of these issues? Is there 
not a danger, as David Goodhart 
suggests in his new book The British 
Dream, that debates around 
immigration and multiculturalism have 
now become such taboo fields that 
they allow for no critical debate? Are 
we not also in danger of making honest 
debates around multiculturalism and 
immigration off-limits? These are 
legitimate concerns as well. Indeed, 
there is a balance to be struck between 
robust debate that does not descend 
into crude commentary, and the overly 
careful use of language that does not 
prevent open discussion. This balance 
can be a tricky one to judge. 

Moreover, having some degree of 
clarity here is crucial to tackling the 
far right. This is a politics that thrives 
on the twin themes of immigration 
being out of control, and of allegedly 
loopy multiculturalists enforcing 
the celebration of difference, thus 
eroding national identity. These are 
core myths for the far right, and need 
to be firmly contended. Sadly for anti- 
fascists at least, Goodhart's new book 
does not act as such a corrective, and 
can even be read as offering similar, 
populist positions though set in a 
milder, and more sociological, 
language. 

The example of John Cherry's 
comments on immigrants and 
education is a curious one to cite as a 
backcloth to examining Goodhart's 
own arguments. Some of Goodhart's 
remarks on the educational 
performances of school children from 
migrant communities, such as Pakistan, 


bear an uncanny resemblance to 
Cherry's. Goodhart too compares and 
contrasts the educational performances 
of differing national immigrant 
groupings at a macro level, and reaches 
a similar position about the relative 
educational failings of Pakistani 
Muslims. So if nothing else, clearly 
there is some mismatch between what 
is acceptable as part of the debate 
among respectable think-tank directors, 
and what local Tory politicians can get 
away with saying. 


David Goodhart's thesis 

Goodhart has been stressing for some 
time that too much immigration should 
be seen as detrimental to the nation's 
future, and that multiculturalism has, at 
least in part, failed. Problematically, 
from the start The British Dream seems 
like an enquiry that has worked out its 
answers beforehand, and then has 
sought to find the facts to fit it. 

Its core thesis is based on an 
extended elaboration of David Willitts’ 
contention that a country that wants to 
maintain a large welfare state requires a 
homogenous sense of nationhood. The 
Scandinavian model is cited as the ideal 
here, and implied in this is an assertion 
that nationhood needs to be ethnically 
homogenous to some degree too. For 
Willetts and Goodhart, the USA 
represents the opposite pole. According 
to the theory, this is a divided and 
fragmented society and, as a 
consequence, is resistant to a large 
state welfare infrastructure. The USA 
thus offers a cautionary tale for too 
much immigration. 

This contentious, problematic 
position is described more neutrally as 
an ‘insight’ by Goodhart, and is never 
critically tested in the book. Goodhart 
fails to develop much convincing 
engagement with the peculiar 
traditions and history of the USA, 
from its foundation developing 
political traditions gravitating around 
an anti-federal, small-state and 
decentralised culture; one that was 
also defined by expansion over an 
entire continent, breeding an 
individualistic, frontier mentality. A 
tradition simply not found in Europe 
in the same way. Meanwhile, in terms 
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of developing relevant historical 
analysis for the emergence of welfare 
states in Europe from the late 
nineteenth century onwards, the book 
is similarly limited and unconvincing. 

Moving to more recent history, 
Goodhart's thrust sets out how postwar 
patterns of immigration have not 
resulted from a logical, coherent policy 
- which is largely true. Much of British 
policy is not clearly thought out, and 
has had many unintended 
consequences. Such is politics. 
However, this does not mean that it is 
inherently desirable to limit 
immigration either. Yet throughout the 
text Goodhart's view that this should 
be the default position of governments 
towards immigration, otherwise the 
welfare state will wither away. Surely 
this is a position as ideological as saying 
immigration should be unlimited? 

Basically, then, Goodhart should be 
clearer that his ideas are partisan too, 
not ones arrived at neutrally from 
examining empirical data first, and then 
working out a conclusion. Indeed, it 
seems impossible to take a position on 
immigration without them being in 
some manner politicised. 

Moreover, to create the new, 


homogenous culture that will defend 
the welfare state, the British need to 
develop a new ‘dream’, according to 
Goodhart. This ‘dream’ must combine 
inclusivity with something decidedly 
‘British’ about it. Unsurprisingly, he is 
no better than anyone else at working 
out what this essential British quality is, 
but a regular reference point is Danny 
Boyle's opening ceremony for London 
2012. This offers a paradigm for future 
inclusivity, but within a patriotic 
framework of common identity for 
Goodhart. Finding symbolic ways for 
people to embrace a common civic and 
national identity is indeed a positive 
theme to discuss. Goodhart does seem 
to be aware that this sort of thing 
needs to come ‘from below’, in order to 
develop a sense of legitimacy. 


Promoting inclusivity 

Despite its problems of speculation, and 
facts seemingly being deployed to 
prove arguments rather than to 
critically explore complex issues, some 
of the core ideas here seem sound. The 
following all seem sensible: free-at-the- 
point-of-demand English lessons; 
finding ways to make migrants feel 
welcome; ensuring that funding for 


The London Olympics opening ceremony: is this the new Britishness 
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social projects brings different 
communities together in shared 
experiences; preventing brain-drains 
from developing countries that will 
hinder their development; and 
establishing a clear framework, based 
on legal principles, setting out what 
cultural behaviour is acceptable, and 
what is not, from all communities — and 
not being hesitant to decry human 
rights abuses such as female genital 
mutilation. 

Nevertheless, the author himself is 
trying to take us on his political journey 
from liberalism to something post 
liberal. To do this, he places himself as a 
dissenting voice within another cliché 
group, the metropolitan liberal elite. As 
always, this imagined community is 
disconnected from the mainstream of 
society. Yet this notion of the 
metropolitan liberal elite is another 
problematic piece of block thinking, 
and among other things seems to 
suggest that only elites can be liberal, 
and only liberals can be elites. Neither is 
true. Meanwhile, Goodhart's analysis is 
relentless in its attacks on the political 
left, multiculturalists, and academia, 
among others. Each is largely treated as 
if they too represent coherent blocks 
that are persistently getting the 
immigration issue wrong. 

So nuance is lacking here. Most 
strikingly, Goodhart fails to criticise 
when it comes to discussing the trends 
found within the populist and far right. 
This further limits his persuasiveness 
among those he seeks to win over. 
Indeed, there almost seems to be a 
defence of the themes picked up by the 
far right, such as suggesting that 
Isamophobia is an over-hyped 
phenomenon steeped in migrant 
victimhood. Moreover, as | see it, 
readers of Searchlight will note two 
major blind spots in the book. 


Blind spot one: the role of the 
populist media 

It is a truism to assert that, in terms of 
debates over immigration, perception is 
reality. Yet the book fails to tackle a 
central issue that has developed in 
recent years around the perception of 
Muslims within the public imagination: 
the way media discourses license 
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attitudes of distrust, fear, and even 
hate, towards Muslims. Goodhart 
misses the way in which the populist 
right-wing media has produced a 
dizzying array of headlines and news 
copy narrowly linking Muslims to 
separatism, extreme social conservatism 
and terrorism. Indeed, much of this 
media commentary is textbook 
propaganda: a heady mixture of 
carefully selected half-truths with a lot 
of speculation and emotion. But oddly, 
there is no critical, analytical discussion 
of the tabloid press and populist 
sentiments licensing anti- Muslim 
attitudes in the book. 

Strikingly, | can only find one clear 
reference to the impact of the tabloid 
media in the book, and it is wholly 
dismissive: ‘The tabloid press is often 
blamed for fanning prejudice but its 
bluntness may also have acted as a 
psychological safety valve for those 
who feel unrepresented by the mainly 
liberal political class’. This is a very odd 
sentence, and actually quite vague. It 
(once again) implies that the mass of 
society do not really ascribe to liberal 
values, which are the preserve of the 
political elite. More obviously still, it 
also has no basis in evidence, using just 
a vague ‘may’ to dismiss the knotty 
issue of the impact of the media on 
public perception of cultural 
differences. This is very weak. And it 
represents real missed opportunity to 
balance criticisms of ‘the left’ with 
equally strident attitudes towards the 
prejudicial views regularly circulated in 
the populist right-wing media. 

Blind Spot Two: the far right 

Discussing the far right is another of 
Goodhart's blind spots. His approach 
really focuses on identifying trends 
within society, allowing him to skim 
over the role of individuals and groups 
and their agency over (and culpability 
for) their actions. Moreover, the 
emphasis of his analysis is very much 
on identifying a trend of immigrants 
failing to integrate into ‘mainstream’ 
society (itself another shorthand term 
of great over-simplification). Therefore, 
he neither focuses enough on the 
failures of British society to satisfactorily 
respond to the immigration that British 
political structures have allowed to 


occur, nor does he examine the native 
extremism that it has bred. 

This skewed approach is most 
strongly revealed in Goodhart's analysis 
of the riots of the summer of 2001 in 
northern mill towns. Here, the actions 
of the far right and their attitudes 
towards established Muslim 
communities are entirely written out of 
the picture. This despite the various 
reports that emerged from these social 
disturbances — such as Cantle and 
Ritchie — that clearly identified that the 
BNP, the National Front and Combat 18 
activists were central to the process of 
transforming underlying tensions into 
communal violence. 

This neglect of the agency of 
extremist groups again gives the book a 
problematic, rather than persuasive, 
tenor. As with the role of the tabloid 
press licensing Islamophobic prejudices, 
the recent impact of the far right is 
minimised to the point of caricature. 
Again it is telling that, in a volume 
claiming to be a nuanced and 
comprehensive piece of analysis on 
postwar immigration and its 
contemporary significance, the English 
Defence League is dealt with in a single 
sentence. 

Of course, immigration and 
multiculturalism are far larger topics 
than merely far-right groups, and no 
one would want to exaggerate their 
impact which thankfully remains 
limited. But again this equally dismissive 
attitude towards the EDL, and very 
minimal engagement with the BNP, is a 
gaping hole in Goodhart's analysis. On 
the back of New Labour's immigration 
policies, the BNP developed an electoral 
presence, and by Gordon Brown's era 
the EDL had emerged too. How should 
we see Labour policies and the rise of 
extremism as linked? We do not find 
out. 


Making other plans .. . 

All in all, Goodhart's book certainly 
makes for an interesting read. But to 
conclude, | should stress that there are 
some other very stimulating debates 
developing in academia at the moment, 
ones openly critically assessing the 
impact of multiculturalism, while also 
developing new lines of thinking 


around terms such as ‘interculturalism’. 
More widely, such debates are finding 
an impact, for example the theme of 
interculturalism being picked up by Ted 
Cantle. Much of these discussions is far 
more productive than Goodhart's 
often-contentious book, and more 
credibly engages with many of the 
issues that The British Dream concerns 
itself with. The notion of blending 
cultures together into more cohesive 
and integrated fashion is being 
explored among a wide variety of 
academics and practitioners in a way 
that is not given credit here. 

John Lennon once sang that ‘Life is 
what happens to you while you're busy 
making other plans’. Goodhart's 
direction of travel seems to be being 
taken up by Conservatives and, judging 
by Jon Cruddas’ review of the book in 
the New Statesman, Labour politicians 
too. Like ‘managed migration’ before it, 
his type of argument for a new, 
inclusive ‘British dream’ might be 
thought of here as the ‘other plans’, 
part of the new big idea. Goodhart's 
‘British dream’ will probably help to 
usher in a new wave of high 
policymaking restricting immigration, 
and will inform much political chatter 
too. 

But like the previous ‘evidence-based’ 
policies that are now deemed to have 
failed, Goodhart's ‘British dream’ will 
have a limited lifespan too. His 
approach will become, in the eyes of 
the policy makers, just as dated as he 
claims the Labour policy of ‘managed 
migration’ has now become. Another 
big idea will no doubt emerge 
thereafter. Meanwhile, people on the 
ground, those creatively developing 
multicultural and intercultural solutions 
to advance the communities around 
them — teachers, social workers, youth 
club volunteers, grassroots football 
coaches, and so forth — will be getting 
on with, and probably often enjoying, 
the very nuances of daily life that 
Goodhart's crisis management tenor 
regularly fails to reflect. 


The British Dream: Successes and 
Failures of Post-War Immigration, by 
David Goodhart, published 25 April 
2013, Atlantic Books, 416pp, £20 
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By Scouser 


THE LATE LONG-SERVING Royal Marine commando 
and Nazi activist got a double send-off in his home area 
of Merseyside. The Royal Marines brought coachloads 


of his comrades from his last base at Arbroath in 


Scotland and buried him with full military honours after 
a church service that was attended by his family and 


droves of Nazis from all over the country. 

The shots fired over the grave may have caused 
some of his old Nazi chums to need a change 
of underwear. These guys talk a good fight but 
most of them are just Walter Mitty characters 
who like to don a uniform of some type but 
would run a mile rather than serve in the 
armed forces. 

Hebden, however, had served in Northern 
Ireland, Iraq and on at least two tours of active 
service in Afghanistan. No wonder Nick Griffin, 
the British National Party leader, chose him to 
act as his personal “minder” on a number of 
occasions. Last year Searchlight exposed his 

BNP links and published a picture of Hebden 
with other BNP activists distributing leaflets 
near the TUC conference in Liverpool in 
September 2009. 

Hebden disappeared from his barracks in 
March shortly before his wife was due to have 
their baby. His body was found in the sea three 
weeks later. He may have been under pressure 
from his senior officers as he had attended the 
annual memorial meeting held in honour of the 
founder of the BNP John Tyndall, at which he 
had presented raffle prizes. 

Griffin tried to jump on the bandwagon by 
reprinting a fulsome obituary for Hebden that 
had appeared on the rival Nazi Heritage and 
Destiny website, which described him as a “brave 
patriot, nationalist activist [and] Heritage and 
Destiny contributor. Many people thought Griffin 
would put in an appearance at the funeral, but, 
spineless rat that he is, he bottled out. Instead he 
sent the overweight swinger Martin Reynolds 
who slunk around in the shrubbery. Also absent 
were the Cartwright brothers. Steve Cartwright 
had been quick off the mark to attack Searchlight 
for reporting his chum's death and his 
extracurricular activities while a serving Marine, 
yet he could not be bothered to show up to 
support Hebden's widow. 
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No show: Nick Griffin BNP leader 


The Marines insisted that Hebden's Nazi pals were not 
welcome at the wake they had organised. So the 
Nazis wandered off to the pub and, in the best tradition 
of mixing too much booze and nutty far-right ideas, 
ended up engaging in their own military action by 
beating each other up and causing damage to the bar. 

At least we can be sure that the BNP and Britain's 
other Nazis will never be able to run a country when 
they cannot even organise a drinks party in a brewery. 


|Campaigning | paigning 


SEARCHLIGHT STALLS AT the national conferences 
of the NUT and NASUWT teaching unions over Easter 
enabled our trade union organiser Cathy Pound and 
her team to consolidate our trade union links and take 
our joint work forward. 

International solidarity to defend human rights to 
education, the right of workers to organise in trade 
unions and rejection of fascism, racism and extremism 
were central themes of the NASUWT conference in 
Bournemouth. An international solidarity award was 
presented to Jalila Al-Salman, vice president of the 
Bahrain Teachers’ Association, who was imprisoned in 
September 2011 for her trade union activities by a 
military court in Bahrain. NASUWT also presented a 
£10,000 cheque in support of education of women 
and girls worldwide to Ziauaddin Yousafzai, father of 
the Pakistani schoolgirl shot for speaking out and 
campaigning for girls’ right to education. 

At the NUT conference in Liverpool, 100 people 
attended a Unite Against Fascism fringe meeting on 
“stopping the rise of fascism and racism". Sabby 
Dhalu, UAF joint national secretary, emphasised the 
need to prevent the re-election of the fascist 
leaders Nick Griffin and Andrew Brons to the 
European Parliament next year. NUT deputy 
general secretary Kevin Courtney said “we are 
going to have to fight not only fascism but 
mainstream racism wherever that comes up”. 

Other speakers included Dominic Byrne (NUT 
national executive member) and John Au of the 
Anthony Walker Foundation, Dilder Chowdhury 
from the Muslim Council of Britain and Weyman 
Bennett of UAF. 

In the run-up to the council elections on 2 May 
Searchlight joined Redbridge and Epping Forest 
Together to produce and distribute a leaflet that 
exposed three former BNP activists standing as 
independents and opposed former BNP councillor 
Pat Richardson in a Waltham Abbey by-election. 
Despite threats of violence from fascists, our 
campaigners stood their ground. 

In March, Searchlight editor Gerry Gable joined 
a panel of speakers at a National Union of Students 
black students’ meeting, and in April he spoke at 
a conference in Birmingham organised by the local 
UAF and regional trade unions. Topics were 
Education Secretary Michael Gove's attack on the 
school history curriculum and responding to the 
UK Independence Party. 


it in the co 


Searchlight will attend further national trade union 
conferences in the coming months with magazines 
and other publications. We will also be at the 
Tolpuddle Martyrs weekend in Dorset and the Durham 
Miners Gala in July and the Burston strike school rally 
near Diss, Norfolk, in September. 

We also have our first benefit event in Camden on 
1 June (see page 35 for tickets). It promises to be a 
memorable evening. Finally, we are preparing for our 
one-day free conference in London on 16 November 
on the themes of where the far right is today and 
what antifascists need to do to continue to halt its 
progress at the ballot box and curb its violent 
elements. The venue holds 275, the event is free and 
open to all who wish to consider these issues in a 
constructive and non-sectarian manner. 


Cathy Pound, Searchlight trade union officer, with John Hemingway, secretary of 
NASUWT Birmingham Association, at the Searchlight stall in Bournemouth 
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Guns and the new 
amalgamated Hard Right 


By Leonard Zeskind and Devin Burghart Institute for Research and Education on Human Rights 


ON MAY 3 THROUGH 5, the 
National Rifle Association (NRA) 
held its annual convention in 
Houston, Texas. Over 550 
exhibitors packed the hall with 
displays of guns and ammunition, 
and hunting and survivalist gear of 
every type. One display of jewelry 
featured, “bracelets, earrings, 
necklaces, rings made in the style 
of the elephant hair jewelry made 
in Africa", according to the NRA. A 
man-size target resembling 
President Barack Obama allowed 
attendees to shoot at the president 
and make him bleed — until the last 
day when media exposure forced 
its removal. The theme of the 
convention, as usual, was: we are 
sticking to our guns and fighting 
the culture war against everybody 
that wants meaningful gun control. 
Republican politicians — mostly of 
the Tea Party persuasion — claimed 
spots on the speakers’ dais. From 
Texas came Governor Rick Perry 
and Senator Ted Cruz. Sarah Palin 
did her usual culture war shtick. 
From the supposedly more 
moderate Republican zone, 
Louisiana Gov Bobby Jindal paid 
homage to the gun gods. Glenn 
Beck, the television conspiracy and 
bigotry monger and Tea Party 
promoter, drenched his culture war 
rhetoric in the bloody rag of the 
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Alamo. National Rifle Association 
spokespersons will tell you that the 
NRA is a non-partisan lobby for the 
Second Amendment to the 
Constitution. In real life, it is an 
organization that bridges 
conservative Republicans to the 
hard right. At the convention, it 
was apparent that the organization 
was gearing up its members for the 
2014 elections. 

The NRA claimed that 86,000 
people attended its convention, a 
number that is grossly inflated with 
folks that visit the exhibition hall 
for curiosity's sake, but never step 
inside a workshop or plenary 
session. Only a couple of thousand 
attend the convention's biggest 
events and vote for various 
motions on the plenary floor. 
Similarly, the NRA claims it 
currently has over four million 
members. A closer analysis by the 
Violence Policy Center puts the 
actual number of members at 
about three million. 

After the convention, the NRA 
board of directors selected 
Birmingham, Alabama attorney 
James W. Porter II as its president. 
Porter calls Barack Obama a “fake 
president", and describes the 
American Civil War as the “War of 
Northern Aggression”, a term 
usually signifying one's 


identification with the Confederate 
South. 

Add it up: a neo-Confederate 
president, Tea Party affiliated 
speakers, and racist viscous 
portrayals of the president by a 
vendor combined with multiple 
pledges to unseat any politicians 
who breathe a word about gun 
control. Newspaper reporters often 
refer to it as “the gun lobby”. A 
more appropriate term might be 
one of the many armed wings of 
the hard right. 

It is not the only hard right 
membership with guns, however. 
Gun Owners of America executive 
director Larry Pratt has been for 
decades a consistent advocate for 


President Obama lookalike used for target practice at 
NRA convention 


militias, a centre spot for anti- 
abortion and anti-immigrant 
politics, and a pressure point on the 
NRA’s jugular vein, forcing the 
larger organization to adopt 
policies ever further to the right. 

In recent months, the Tea Party 
movement has lent its membership 
to the gun cause. 

On April 17, the United States 
Senate failed to end a filibuster on 
bipartisan legislation to expand gun 
background checks to gun shows 
and internet sales. The legislation 
was supposed to be the centerpiece 
of gun safety efforts after the 
Newtown, Connecticut murders, 
when one disgruntled 20-year-old 
shot and killed his mother before 
going to Sandy Hook elementary 
school and fatally shooting 20 
students and six adults, before 
killing himself. It took a concerted 
effort by the NRA, other gun 
groups and their Tea Party allies to 
block universal background check 
legislation, which currently has the 
support of roughly 90% of the 
American public according to 
recent opinion polls. 

The Tea Party movement's pro- 
gun activity started ramping up at 
the turn of the year, starting with 
Gun Appreciation Day in January, 
followed by February's Tea Party 
“Day of Resistance” rallies, to a 
variety of local protests in April. 

Five of the six national Tea Party 
factions IREHR identified in Tea 
Party Nationalism along with a 
new national group engaged local 
activists in efforts to kill the bill. 
The 1776 Tea Party (aka 
TeaParty.org), Patriot Action 
Network, Tea Party Express, Tea 
Party Nation, Tea Party Patriots, 
and TheTeaParty.net all worked 
against the passage of gun safety 
legislation. 


New NRA president James Porter II 


Guns have been at the top of the 
agenda for the newest group, 
TheTeaParty.net. The group 
capitalized on the gun issue to 
revitalize the Tea Party street 
presence. As IREHR first reported, 
TheTeaParty.net organized events 
for a Day of Resistance on 
February 23. IREHR tracked rallies 
in 118 locations in 38 states on 
that date. Rallies ranged in size 
from the eight people standing in 
the snows of Fairbanks, Alaska, to 
260 in Atlanta, Georgia, 600 in 
Dallas, Texas, 800 at the state 
capitol in Boise, Idaho, and nearly 
2000 in Bakersfield, California. 

In the days leading up to the 
vote, TheTeaParty.net peppered its 
email list with gunner paranoia, 
“Do not become complacent. Do 
not think that your voice does not 
matter. Do not sit idly by while our 
freedom is taken away. SIGN and 
SHARE this petition today to tell 
Congress to “KEEP THEIR HANDS 
OFF OUR GUNS!" [Emphasis in 
the original] 

In another email, the group made 
the outrageous claim that, 


“President Obama did what he 
does best. He preyed on the 
emotions of people by having a 
distraught mother of one of the 
children killed at Sandy Hook give 
his weekly address to the nation. ... 
That tactic would be used by 
someone addicted to power who is 
also hell-bent on destroying this 
nation by dismantling and 
attacking the Constitution upon 
which it was built.” 

After the bill was defeated, 
Dustin Stockman, a leader in 
TheTeaParty.net and the principle 
organizer of the February “Day of 
Resistance” gun rallies, declared, 
“This is a victory for freedom- 
loving Americans across the 
country. And your efforts on the 
Day of Resistance undoubtedly 
influenced the outcome of this 
election.” 

Now add it up: a mass movement 
of angry (white) people, mobilized 
to keep their guns unregulated, Tea 
Party and gunner groups working 
side by side, and a feverish culture 
war conviction infecting the lot of 
them. The result is not pretty. 
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After scandals and delays, the 
National Socialist Underground 
trial finally starts in Munich 


Anton Shekhovtsov surveys the coverage of the trial in the German media 


ON 6 MAY, dozens of anti-fascists, 
journalists and relatives of the 
victims of neo-Nazi terror gathered 
in front of the Munich Higher 
Regional Court to witness the 
opening of the biggest trial on 
German right-wing extremism since 
the Second World War. 

Five people stand accused of 
having co-founded or supported the 
neo-Nazi terrorist cell National 
Socialist Underground (NSU), which 
the authorities hold responsible for 
the murders of eight Turkish men, a 
Greek man and a German 
policewoman between 2000 and 
2007. The main defendant is Beate 
Zschape, 38. She is said to have co- 
founded the NSU together with 
Uwe Mundlos, 38, and Uwe 
Bohnhardt, 34, who shot 
themselves on 4 November 2011. 
Apart from Zschape, four more 
defendants are accused of 
supporting the NSU: Ralf 
Wohlleben, 37, Holger G, 38, 
Carsten S, 33, André E, 33. 

Zschape gave herself up to the 
police in a few days after her 
terrorist associates committed 
suicide. Before that, she mailed a 
DVD to newspapers and Muslim 
groups in which the NSU claimed 
responsibility for all the murders and 
a nail bomb attack in Cologne. The 
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film featured clips of the Pink 
Panther cartoon character 
interspersed with photos of some of 
the murder victims lying in pools of 
blood. 

Since her arrest on 8 November, 
2011, Zschape has remained silent 
on the accusations against her. 
Because of this, the only surviving 
member of the NSU remains 
somewhat of an enigma. 

Zschape was born in Jena in 
January 1975 and was initially raised 
by her mother's parents. She was 
five years old before she finally got 
to live with her mother but they 
never managed to make up for the 
lost time. She encountered Mundlos 
in a Jena youth club and they 
became a couple in 1993, 
immersing themselves in the local 
extreme-right scene. Eventually, 
however, Zschape left him for 
Bohnhardt. She allegedly had a 
number of affairs with right-wing 
extremists despite her relationship 
with Bohnhardt but nevertheless the 
couple and Mundlos were said to be 
inseparable. 

Together with Wohlleben, the 
three future NSU terrorists were 
among the founders of the militant 
extreme-right Kameradschaft Jena 
(Jena Comradeship). They also 
attended rallies and weekly 


meetings of an umbrella 
organisation of extreme-right 
groups called Thuringer 
Heimatschutz (Thuringia Homeland 
Security). According to Thuringia's 
domestic intelligence service, 
Thiringer Heimatschutz evolved 
into the state's most militant neo- 
Nazi group by the late 1990s, 
numbering up to 170 members. 


Beate Zschape in the courtroom: the ordinary face of 
neo-Nazi evil? 


The extreme-right network 
became Zschape's ersatz family and 
her life of crime had begun. As a co- 
founder and member of the NSU, 
Zschape is accused of racially 
motivated murders, numerous 
bomb attacks, bank robberies, arson 
and membership in a terrorist 
organisation. 

Wohlleben was deputy national 
chairman and spokesman of the 
Thuringia division of the National 
Democratic Party of Germany 
(NPD) and chairman of the NPD 
Jena district association. He also 
organised several gigs for extreme- 
right bands linked to the Blood and 
Honour international network. He 
was purportedly involved in 
attempts to fund the terrorist 
attacks on immigrants in Italian 
South Tyrol by the neo-Nazi group 
Skinheads Tyrol — Meran Section. In 
the NSU trial, Wohlleben is charged 
with assisting the terrorists in 
obtaining the murder weapon. 
According to, Holger G, Wholleben 
played a key role in the circle of 
NSU supporters. 

Holger G is said to have been a 
member of the militant extreme- 
right groups Kameradschaft 77 and 
Freien Nationalisten Hannover (Free 
Nationalists of Hannover) between 
1997 and 2004. He allegedly has 
since turned his back on extreme- 
right violence. He is charged with 
supplying the NSU members with 
identity documents and renting a 
motor caravan that was used in the 
murder of the German 
policewoman. He is not denying the 
charges, and in exchange for him 
providing information on Wohlleben 
the authorities have withdrawn the 
arrest warrant against him. 

Carsten S was also a functionary 
in the NPD Thuringia division and 
part of Thiiringer Heimatschutz. He 


ann EEN 
Ralf Wohhleben played a key role in the circle of NSU supporters 


has confessed to supplying the 
murder weapon of the Ceska series 
to the NSU via Wohlleben. Carsten 
S claims to have left the neo-Nazi 
scene in 2000 after he professed to 
being gay. 

André E said to have assisted the 
NSU in getting safe houses and 
mobile homes used for a bomb 
attack in Cologne. He is also 
charged with participating in several 
robberies carried out by the NSU 
and was allegedly behind the 
production of the Pink Panther 
video. 

A few hours after it began, the 
historic trial was promptly adjourned 
until 14 May with prosecutors not 
even.allowed to read out the 
charges. The reason for the delay 
was a claim by Zschape's lawyers 
that Judge Manfred Gétze was 
biased as he had ordered defence 
attorneys, but not prosecutors, to 
be frisked for weapons before 
entering the courtroom. The claim 
was rejected. 

But this was only the latest of the 
problems that have surrounded the 
trial since 31 January when the 
Munich Higher Regional Court 
officially allowed charges against 


Zschape. 

In March, the Munich court came 
under fire after the Turkish 
ambassador and human rights 
commissioner for the Turkish 
parliament were refused reserved 
seats in the courtroom, leaving 
them with access only to the limited 
public seating. Later that month, it 
emerged that none of the 50 media 
accreditations for the trial — 
allocated on a “first come first 
served” basis — had been granted to 
the Turkish media. Since eight of the 
ten victims of the NSU were people 
of Turkish origin, these decisions 
infuriated the Turkish victims’ 
relatives and their representatives as 
well the Turkish authorities. 

To prevent damage to Germany's 
international image, Martin Schafer, 
spokesman for the German Foreign 
Ministry, called for Turkish media 
representatives to be allowed into 
the trial. His call was echoed by 
Chancellor Angela Merkel's chief 
spokesman Steffen Seibert. 

However, the chairman of the 
German parliament's Legal 
Committee, Siegfried Kauder of the 
conservative Christian Democratic 
Union (CDU), defended the court's 
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procedures, adding to Germany's 
international embarrassment amid 
heightened global media attention 
to the neo-Nazi trial. Kauder 
maintained that the judiciary did not 
differentiate between Turkish and 
other media and that the court's 
decision was within what was 
permitted. 

The Turkish daily newspaper 
Sabah sued the court in an attempt 
to secure a reserved seat. Officials at 
Turkish daily Hdirriyet, which 
publishes editions in Germany and 
elsewhere in Europe, said they were 
also thinking of filing a lawsuit. 
Several German media 
establishments offered to give their 
reserved seats to Turkish media, but 
the court refused to allow any 
changes. 

However, a few days before the 
trial was originally set to begin on 
17 April, the Federal Constitutional 
Court in Karlsruhe ruled in favour of 
Sabah. In its statement, the 
Constitutional Court said that the 
Munich court should “provide an 
appropriate number of seats to 
representatives of the foreign media 
with a special connection to the 
victims of the accused". The 
statement eased the crisis of 
confidence between Germany and 
Turkey that the media accreditation 
process had caused. 

The Turkish government 
welcomed the ruling and the Turkish 
Foreign Ministry described it as a 
“step in the right direction". The 
chairman of the Turkish Community 
in Germany Kenan Kolat said he 
was “very pleased” about the 
“extremely necessary" ruling that 
had “averted a judicial scandal”. 
Germany's Foreign Minister Guido 
Westerwelle told Spiege/ he was 
“very relieved about the Karlsruhe 
decision". 
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The Munich court decided to 
redistribute the media seats by 
lottery, which resulted in 
postponement of the trial until 6 
May. 

The second media accreditation 
process also proved controversial. 
Media were divided into categories 
and there were over 300 
applications for 50 seats. Leading 
German newspapers such as Die 
Zeit, Stern, Der Tagesspiegel, Die 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Die 
Welt and Die Tageszeitung failed to 
get accreditation in the first lottery 
on 29 April. Successful applicants 
included the local classified ad paper 
Hallo Munich and the women's 
magazine Brigitte. The Turkish 
media were granted four exclusively 
reserved seats. No major English 
language media organisation 
received a seat other than Al- 
Jazeera and a German press agency. 

In the second round lottery, 
several major German publications 
submitted a joint application to 


increase the chance of obtaining a 
“shared” seat. Unlike in the first 
accreditation process, media 
working in conjunction with one 
another was expressly allowed. Each 
accredited journalist could “at any 
time, in agreement with a medium 
that received a seat, take over that 
reserved seat", according to a 
written statement by the Munich 
court. For many publications, that 
was an acceptable compromise. 

Hopefully, all these controversies 
will not overshadow the historic 
trial. One major task of the trial is to 
provide a substantive answer to the 
question of why the German 
government failed to detect the true 
origins of the seven-year crime 
wave. Seventy-seven plaintiffs, who 
are represented at the trial, want it 
to go beyond simply convicting the 
accused. Ultimately, they want the 
proceedings to shed light on the 
possible complicity of state 
authorities in the criminal activities 
of the NSU. 
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A still from the NSU Pink Panther video “The ninth Turk shot". The NSU terrorists killed eight people of Turkish 
origin but they supposedly mistook the Greek victim for a Turk 


Demonstrators outside the Munich courthouse hold up photos of victims of the NSU 


The German authorities believe 
that 129 people were part of the 
network surrounding the NSU. 
Sebastian Scharmer, one of the 
lawyers representing the victims’ 
relatives, is convinced that the NSU 
network included informants for the 
Federal Office for the Protection of 
the Constitution, Germany's 
domestic intelligence agency. 
Scharmer wants to know why the 
authorities did not arrest, or at the 
very least search for, the three NSU 
members already known to them. 
The plaintiffs also want to know 
whether the informants to the 
German intelligence agencies were 
paid and whether these funds could 
have been used to finance the 
NSU's terrorist activities. 

But the most important task of the 
trial is to trigger change in German 


society. Unless this happens, the 
everyday beatings, the intimidation 
and the abuse of immigrants by 
neo-Nazis around Germany will go 
on, and groups similar to the NSU 
are likely to appear again. 

Unfortunately, there are little signs 
of change at the moment. Biplab 
Basu, an Indian-born anti-racism 
campaigner, says he hoped the 
behaviour of the authorities would 
change, but this did not happen. 

“| recently accompanied a young 
black man to court. An elderly man 
had hurled abuse at him on a street 
in the Neukdlln district of Berlin and 
then hit him with an iron bar. People 
called the police. When they 
arrived, the first thing they did was 
push the victim up against the wall 
and handcuff him. When he 
protested, they told him to shut up. 
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Some passers-by and children from 
a nearby playground called out that 
the police had got it wrong. He said 
he forgot about the pain from the 
iron bar. What hurt most was that 
the police immediately saw him as 
the suspect.” 

“We have enough Turks in 
Germany as it is", said a man 
walking past the anti-fascists and 
demonstrators in front of the 
Munich courthouse on 6 May, 
clearly trying to induce a reaction. 

Anetta Kahane, head of the 
Amadeu Antonio Foundation, which 
combats right-wing extremism, says 
the NSU trial is an opportunity for 
Germany to get to grips with its 
extreme-right problem. “If we don't 
seize moments like this, 
opportunities that may come along 
later will be all the more painful.” 
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Franco's 1936 coup aided by 
Mussolini, new documents reveal 


By Alfio Bernabei 


NEW DOCUMENTS have been found 
in Spanish Military Archives revealing 
how the 18 July 1936 military uprising 
by Francisco Franco that sparked the 
Civil War was a “joint venture” 
between Italy and Spain, rather than a 
purely domestic matter. The pro- 
Franco nationalists secured crucial 
armaments from Benito Mussolini, the 
Italian dictator, 17 days before it took 
place. 

The documents are in the form of 
arms contracts secretly negotiated in 
Rome with financial guarantees from a 
banker, which confirm the role played 
by civilian as well as military figures in 
the uprising. 

The implications of these contracts 
are discussed in the recently published 
Los mitos del 18 de julio (The Myths 
of 18 July)*. The book throws new 
light onto the preparations for the 


Meeting of fascist dictators: General Franco and 
Benito Mussolini in Bordighera, Italy, 1941 
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uprising and challenges the history of 
the Spanish Civil War as presented in 
the controversial taxpayer-funded 
Diccionario Biografico de la Real 
Academia de Historia (National 
Biographical History) published in 
2011, which is “riddled with errors and 
not properly vetted" according to 
some historians who have criticised 
what they describe as rampant neo- 
Francoist historical revisionism similar 
to the same trend taking place in Italy 
about fascism. ** 

One of the authors of Los mitos de 
78 Julio, Angel Vifias, who found the 
documents, says that the nature and 
the timing of the contracts dictated the 
date of the uprising. The first of them 
required the supply of weapons during 
the month of July. “It's like saying that 
the contracts were the required 
spearhead to ensure the outcome of 
the uprising in the following weeks. It’s 
almost impossible that Pedro Sainz 
Rodrigues (the chief negotiator for the 
contracts) didn’t tell the Italians the 
date of the coup,” says Vifias. 

That Mussolini kept his eyes on 
Spain and wished the country to turn 
to fascism to help consolidate its grip 
over the Mediterranean is a well- 
known fact. Contacts with Spanish 
monarchist and military figures were 
established as early as 1933, the year 
after the Decennale (the first ten years 
since the March on Rome), which was 
marked by huge celebrations staged to 
tell the world that fascism was a 
beacon for the future (appropriately, 
the scientist Guglielmo Marconi helped 
to deliver a pro-Mussolini message in 
English via radio). 


In March 1934, as Mussolini 
prepared to invade Abyssinia to 
expand the Italian foothold in Africa 
and develop a fascist empire amid 
other colonial powers, he met a group 
of Spanish politicians and generals in 
Rome who were opposed to the 
Second Republic of 1931. Mussolini 
promised military help — 10,000 rifles, 
10,000 hand grenades, 200 machine 
guns and a million pesetas in cash in 
event of a military uprising. 

Hitherto most historians have upheld 
the view that after that meeting 
Mussolini dithered, had second 
thoughts, and at the outbreak of the 
Spanish Civil War he failed to keep his 
promise of immediate aid and only 
after a week of negotiations agreed to 
sell the Nationalists two Savoia S81 
bombers. 

But these new documents challenge 
this version of events and suggest 
instead that contacts between the 
Spanish monarchists and Mussolini 
continued uninterrupted through 
various intermediaries. If Mussolini 
concocted the impression of reneging 
on his 1934 promise, it may have been 
because with so much of his 
reputation already at stake during the 
forging of the fascist empire (a failure 
was unlikely but not impossible given 
the Adwa defeat of 1896) he wanted 
to make sure the Spanish monarchists 
were ready to turn the uprising into a 
success before committing himself to 
helping them. 

Mussolini also knew that he had the 
eyes of the League of Nations pointed 
in his direction. From the autumn of 
1935 Italy had been under the 


sanctions decided by the League in 
retaliation for the war in Abyssinia and 
he probably felt the need to be 
cautious about letting anyone know 
that he was getting involved in Spain. 

The moment the Ethiopian conquest 
became a fait accompli and the 
sanctions were lifted by the League 
Council on 4 July 1936, as these 
contracts suggest, he immediately 
responded to the requests for 
armaments from Spain. 

The four arms contracts show that 
the nationalist rebels bought 40 
planes, 12,000 bombs and machine 
guns. The contracts were signed by 
Sainz Rodriguez and the most 
important one was stipulated with 
SIAI, a major fascist aircraft industry, 
for the acquisition of warplanes. The 
contracts were worth 39 million liras, 
equivalent to €340 million today, and 
were financed by the banker Juan 
March, the richest man in Spain, who 
was living in Rome. March also had 
some influence with the British 
government and may have informed 
London of what was happening. Vifas 
says, “The 18 July coup was not solely 
a domestic event, but relied on the 
coexistence with a foreign power, Italy, 
that provided fundamentally important 
armaments. Mussolini's CR.32 was 
much more advanced than the planes 
available to the Second Republic.” 

SIAI had a reputation for very fast, 
high performing aircraft. The CR.32 
was a brand new type of warplane 
developed in 1932. A total of 380 
were to be deployed in Spain during 
the war and one of the nationalist 
pilots, Joaquin Garcia Morato y 
Castafio, became famous for scoring 
what were described as “36 victories" 
piloting them. The CR.32 was used in 
the bombing of Guernica. Dismissing 
the idea advanced by some historians 
that the assassination of the right-wing 
politician José Calvo Sotelo on 13 July 
had anything to do with the date of 
the uprising, Vifias is quite certain: 


ANGEL VINAS, FERNANDO PUELL DE LA VILLA, 
JULIO AROSTEGUI, EDUARDO GONZALEZ CALLEJA, 
HILARI RAGUER, XOSE M. NUNEZ SEIXAS, 
FERNANDO HERNANDEZ SANCHEZ, JOSE LUIS LEDESMA 
Y FRANCISCO SANCHEZ PEREZ (coord.) 


LOS MITOS DEL 
18 DE JULIO 


“The date of the coup is linked to the 
Italian contracts and to the support 
obtained by Mussolini”. 


* "Los mitos del 18 de julio” (Editorial 
Critica, 2013) by Angel Vifias, 
Fernando Puell de la Villa, Julio 
Arostegui, Eduardo Gonzalez Calleja, 
Hilari Raguer, Xosé M. Nufiez Seixas, 


Fernando Hernandez Sanchez y 
Francisco Sanchez Pérez. 

** The controversy about this 
publication is so great in Spain that a 
976-page counter-dictionary, entitled 
En el combate por la Historia (In the 
Battle for History), was published in 
2012 by a number of historians, 
including Vifias and Paul Preston. 
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Moscow nationalists stage 
rival May Day marches 


By Natasha Yudina of the Sova Centre 


TWO FAR-RIGHT GROUPS organised 
marches on 1 May. The larger 
consisted of 500 people, according 
to Sova's estimate, who marched 
from the Oktyabrskoe Polye Metro 
station to the Schukinskaya Metro 
station along Marshal Biruzov Street 
and Marshal Vasilievsky Street. 

Nationalist leaders Dmitri 
Demushkin, Aleksandr Belov, Vladimir 
Tor and Roman Zheleznov were all 
present. As in past years the march 
was led by the Union of Orthodox 
Banner Bearers. This small group was 
followed by a car playing music, and 
behind that, about 20 people carried 
a giant flag of the Russian Imperial 
tricolour, a mainstay at far-right 
rallies. Then members of the 
Nationalists and Russians movement 
carried a banner reading “Moscow 
is a Russian city!" 

Afterwards came two drummers 
and the “Russian runners” carrying 
banners reading “Sport Nation, 
Socialism" and “Sport Family 
Socialism" while members of 
“Russian Murom” carried a banner 
reading “Our wisdom is sobriety”. 
Members of “Russian Khimki" 
were accompanied by bagpipes and 
drums. The procession ended with a 
column of Russian movement 
members carrying a banner reading 
“Tomorrow belongs to us”. 

Other banners bore openly 
national socialist and Nazi slogans 
and featured portraits of various 
ultra-right “prisoners of conscience”. 

Participants shouted slogans such 
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as “Our honour is called belief" 

and “Our opinion is not a crime”, 

as well as expressing opposition to 
migrants, the government and laws 
against hate speech. Autonomous 
ultra-right activists chanted “No red 
scum, no black mud", referring to the 
colours used by antifascists. The neo- 
Nazi Restructure! movement chanted 
“If you don't’ want us to carry knives, 
introduce visa regulation”. 

The procession ended with a brief 
rally, followed by a concert featuring 
the well known ultra-right bands Julia 
Andreeva, Shepot Run (Whispers of 
the Runes) and Kolovrat. 

The action at Lublino under the 
name Russian Spring, which was 
organised by the Russian Action 
Coalition (a project of the Great 
Russia party and the Minin-Pozharsky 
militia) was predictably much smaller 


— about 150 people attended. 

The group was dominated by 
about 30 members of Andrey 
Saveliev's Great Russia party. There 
were 15-20 supporters of For 
Responsible Government (formerly 
the Army of the People’s Will) and 
members of the Russian Right Party 
(RPP), the Minin-Pozharsky militia 
(NOMP), Mikhail Nazarov's Union 
of the Russian People (SRN), the 
Will party, the Russian Rescue 
Committee, a few Cossacks and 
two men carrying portraits of Tsar 
Nicholas II. 

At a meeting after the march, 
Andrey Saveliev (of Great Russia 
party) criticised government policies, 
as well as former comrades who had 
participated in the general opposition 
movement. Nikita Borisenko, an 
associate of the recently arrested 
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Fascists march in Moscow behind a banner proclaiming "national socialism" 


Pamyat leader Georgy Borovikov, 
urged the audience to join the 
Russian Action Coalition. Nadezhda 
Kvachkova called for the release of 
her husband Colonel Kvachkov and 
his comrades. ROD human rights 
centre leader Natalia Kholmogorova 


caused laughter when she claimed 
that the rally had gathered 1,000 
people. Kirill Barabash (of For 
Responsible Government) called for 
violence against officials. 

In addition to these 
demonstrations, some nationalists 


took part in the traditional 
Communist Party May Day rally, 
distributing antisemitic newspapers, 
primarily last year's Our Fatherland, 
Sanctuary and others. Representatives 
of For Responsible Government were 
at this demonstration as well. 


Former leader of Russians 
movement Moscow division arrested 


By Natasha Yudina of the Sova Centre 


THE FORMER LEADER of the 
Russian nationalist Pamyat has 
been arrested for alleged robbery 
committed in conjunction with 
others and with prior intent. 
Georgii Borovikov, who is also the 
former head of the Moscow 


division of the Russians movement 


and manager of the movement's 
“court of honour", was arrested 
alongside his comrades Vladislav 
Bragin and Andrey Shishkanov on 


11 April 2013. The alleged offence 
took place on 6 June 2012 against 


their “comrade in arms" Artem 
Tomskii from Ulan-Ude. 


Borovikov is alleged to have met 


Tomskii in the opposition camp 
“Occupy Abay” which they were 
guarding. Borovikov's comrades 
accused Tomskii of theft and fell 
upon the young man by the 
entrance, starting to beat him. At 
the sound of the cries Borovikov 


ran out and, in an attempt to avoid 
public attention, had the “court of 


honour” brought into his flat. 
The “proceedings” lasted five 
days. According to a media 
broadcast, the victim's documents 
were taken from him and he was 
beaten with a whip and mop and 


cauterised with a burning hot knife. 
They then wanted to rape the victim 
on video. The film was reportedly 
placed on YouTube for a time for the 
“intimidation of enemies". The 
victim escaped and “lay low”. He 
reported the offences to the police 
in March and on 26 March criminal 
proceedings were instigated, 
resulting in the arrests. A search was 
carried out at his home, during 
which the victim's passport was 
discovered, along with all the means 
of the execution of the crime. 

As right-wing sites are 
commenting, Tomskii was excluded 
from the Great Russia party by its 
chairman Andrey Savelyev in 
summer 2012 after appearing at 
a protest camp under the influence 
of alcohol. 

Bragin has pleaded guilty, 
Shishkanov and Borovikov have 
denied the charges. 

Investigators are examining 
Borovikov's earlier activities. A law 
enforcement source has indicated 
that this was not the first “court of 
honour" he has held. In August 
2012 Borovikov gathered his 
comrades in the Sergiev Posad 
district near Moscow for a summer 


rally where he met the leader of the 
Russians movement Kursk division, 
Oleg Nikitenko. After the rally they 
travelled together to former police 
employee Andrey Shishkanov 
(Kay), where they started arguing 
over which of them was the 
greatest national socialist. 

The dispute escalated, resulting in 
Nikitenko being brutally beaten. 
Shishkanov suggested they make it 
appear accidental. The injured man 
was hung from the outside of the 
balcony by his hands, then fell 
down and severely injured himself. 
Shishkanov charged with 
incitement to suicide and on 29 
March 2012 was sentenced to six 
months of correctional labour and a 
fine. A Dobryak and A Malakhov 
were also accused of assaulting 
Nikitenko and unintentional 
manslaughter and the case was 
transferred to the Chertanovo court 
on 6 February 2013. Borovikov was 
not involved in the proceedings. 

It should be noted that Borovikov 
had previously been excluded from 
the Russians movement after losing 
an election for head of the 
movement's Moscow division to 
Anton Severny. 
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Searchlight 50" Anniversary Fund-Raising Committee 
LAUNCH EVENT 


Saturday 1st June 2013 


7pm doors open for 7.30pm start 
Tayo Aluko 


renowned for his show ‘Call Mr Robeson’ will be performing 


From Black Africa to the White House 


A journey of Resistance, Triumph and Spirituals 


‘Excellent reminder of Mr. Robeson and Negro Spirituals’, Margie Rees, Dallas/Lagos 


‘A great performance. Entertaining, educative, enlightening and thought-provoking. A rare showcase of an 
artist’s interest in improving the lot, and promoting the music of African Americans.’ |keogu Oke, Lagos 


Music and conversation after the interval from 
The Travelling Irons 


Roberto Foth on violin, Ulrike Schmidt on guitar with special guest musicians 


Theatro Technis, 26 Crowndale Rd, NW1 1TT 
Tickets: £10 and £7 non-waged 


(discounts for bookings of 6 or more) 
Available at www.searchlightmagazine.com 
To pay by cheque please call first to check availability on 020 8550 1805 


THIS EVENT WILL SELL OUT please book early to avoid disappointment 
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